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Co-occurring conditions relevant to language 
performance include impairments in cognitive, 

sensori-motor, or behavioural domains

Conditions co-occurring with DLD:

• are not the clear or obvious cause of the 
language disorder

• can affect pattern of impairment
• can affect response to intervention
• include attentional, motor, reading, spelling, 

speech, adaptive, behavioural, or emotional 
difficulties 

Nonexhaustive List of differentiating conditions
• Brain injury
• Sensori-neural hearing loss
• Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
• Intellectual Disability
• Cerebral Palsy
• Acquired epileptic aphasia in childhood
• Genetic conditions with known impacts on 

language development (e.g., Down Syndrome)
• Neurodegenerative diseases with known impacts 

on language development (e.g., Rett Syndrome)
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