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My Course Description  
 
 
The course is designed to achieve two primary objectives. The first objective is to 
introduce the student to basic critical thinking. Some of the skills to be taught are: 1) 
identifying Claims, Issues, and Arguments; 2) understanding & identifying premise and 
conclusion; 3) differentiating and understanding inductive and deductive arguments; 4) 
Persuasion techniques; 5) Fallacies and the principle of charity; and others. A good critic 
can reconstruct the best version of the argument underappraisal by constructing chains 



  3 

Course Evaluation:   

A detailed schedule will be posted on OWL during the first week of class. 
 

Assignment  Weight  Due date  

Attendance and Participation 10% N/A 

Quiz  10% February 7th 

Group presentation  15% During Thursday classes 
(TBA) 

Midterm (Take home exam)  25% February 27th & 28th 

Final Research Paper  40% April 6th  

 
All assignments (except for group presentations) are in take-
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April 10, 2023 Fall/Winter Term classes end 

 
 
 
 

Course/University Policies  
 
1. The website for Registrarial Services is http://www.registrar.uwo.ca.  
 
In accordance with policy, the centrally administered e-mail account provided to 
students will be considered the individual’s official university e-mail address.  It is the 
responsibility of the account holder to ensure that e-mail received from the University at 
his/her official university address is attended to in a timely manner. 
 
2.  
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any electronic devices during ANY tests, quizzes, midterms, examinations, or 
other in-class evaluations. 

 
 During Lectures and Tutorials:   Although you are welcome to use a computer 
during lecture and tutorial periods, you are expected to use the computer for 
scholastic purposes only, and refrain from engaging in any activities that may 
distract other students from learning.  From time to time, your professor may ask 
the class to turn off all computers, to facilitate learning or discussion of the 
material presented in a particular class.  Unless explicitly  noted otherwise, 
you may not  make audio or video recordings of lectures –  nor may you edit, 
re-use, distribute, or re -broadcast any of the material posted to the course 
website.  

 
 Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes. For 
those classes in which we use this technology, it is your responsibility to ensure 
that the device is activated and functional.  You must speak with the course 
instructor immediately, if you have any concerns about whether or not your 
clicker is malfunctioning. 
You must use only your own clicker.  For all components of this course in which 
clicker records are used to compute a portion of the grade: 
• The use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence; 
• The possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as 

an attempt to commit a scholastic offense 
 
 
 
4. Academic Considerations and Absences from Lectures and Assessments  
 

Religious Accommodation  
When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an 
absence from the University or prohibits certain activities, students should 
request (in writing) any necessary academic considerations at least two weeks 
prior to the holiday to the academic counsellors in their Home Department.  
Additional information is provided in the  Western Multicultural Calendar. 

 
Academic Accommodation  
Please contact the course instructor if you require lecture or printed material in 
an alternate format or if any other arrangements can make this course more 
accessible to you.  Students with ongoing accommodation needs within this 
course are also encouraged to contact Accessible Education, which provides 
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or 
psychological and cognitive testing.  The policy on Academic Accommodation 
for Students with Disabilities can be found here. 
 
Academic Consideration  
The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic 
responsibilities may, on occasion, be impaired by extenuating circumstances that 
are medical or compassionate in nature. These extenuating circumstances may 
be acute (short term), or it may be chronic (long term), or chronic with acute 

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
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episodes. In all cases, students are advised to consult with the academic 

http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf
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1. Course instructor (informal consultation) 
2. Department Chair (submission of written request) 
3. The Dean of the Faculty (submission of written request) 

 
In the case of perceived procedural unfairness, steps 2 and 3 are carried out within 
the Department and Faculty offering the course.  In the case of extenuating 
medical or compassionate circumstances that impact on a grade, steps 2 and 3 
are carried out within a student’s Home Department and Faculty. 

 
A request for relief against a mark or grade must be initiated with the instructor as 
soon as possible after the mark is issued. In the event that the instructor is not 
available to the student, or fails to act, or if the matter is not resolved satisfactorily 
with the instructor, a written request for relief must be submitted to the Chair of the 
Department within three weeks of the date that the mark was issued. In the case of 
a final grade in a course, the written request for relief must be submitted to the 
Chair of the department by January 31st (for first-term half courses) or June 30th 
(for second-term half courses or full-year courses 

 
8. Support Services  
 Health and Wellness:  

Information regarding health and wellness-
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