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Cell Phone Use 
 
Evidence shows that texting is a distraction to classmates who are not texting. For this and 
other reasons, cell phone use during the class is NOT PERMITTED. Should an emergency 
arise during class, please leave the room and do what is needed. It follows that the use of 
laptop computers in class is permitted for note taking only. 
 
Course Evaluation 
Mid-term Test (40%). This term test usually occurs after approximately 5 weeks of classes. It 
will contain short-answer and medium length questions; no multiple, nor true and false 
questions will be used. Class input will be sought when establishing the exact date of this test; 
however, the date selected will be ultimately determined by the class instructor. NOTE: there 
will be NO make-up mid-term test. Those unable to write the mid-term due to acceptable 
circumstances will have their final examination value elevated to 100%. 
 
Final Examination (60%). This examination will be held during the final examination schedule 
and will be of the same format as that for the term test with the exception that some questions 
may require more lengthy responses. This examination will be cumulative; however, it will 
emphasize material covered subsequent to the term test. Normal practice is that no more than 
10% of the final examination will involve material that was relevant for the term test. 
 
Course Content  
Only topical outlines are presented below. Reference material for these topics may be available 
from the instructor upon request, however, a difficulty in this regard has to do with the fact that 
such material is often written for a more sophisticated audience. Some of the topics listed below 
may be replaced by other issues at the discretion of the instructor and the order in which these 
topics is covered is flexible. 
 
1. Temporal Uncertainty 

 
[i]  Time estimation ability: is briefly covered in order to understand the role of time estimation 
in simple reaction time tasks [e.g., effect of time length being judged; knowledge of results (KR) 
and verbal mediation impacts on timing ability]. 
[ii] Simple reaction time tasks: simple RT tasks are anything but, and are used here to 
illustrate various processing properties. Sub-topics include: 

(a) anticipations (use in sport) vs. legitimate reactions, 
(b) properties of preparation, 
(c) SRT-foreperiod relationships for various foreperiod distributions are considered, 

including sport application, 
(d) use of SRT tasks in assessing attention demands (see probe tasks, attentional set 

and SRT data), 
(e) SRT and ageing — implications for processing change as we age, 

 
2. Event Uncer
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3. Attention 
 
• Allocated - volitionally 

> To locations: spatial precue effect (SPE) [see children with DCD] 
> Means of filtering 
> Assessing Attention Demands (probe task, PRP task) — cell phones, automation 
 

• Attracted — unintentionally, automatically 
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6. Automation 
 

* 'n' no longer has RT effect 
* Inability to Prevent Processing Property (Simon effect, Flanker effect, Stroop effect, 
central distractor items, peripheral precues) 
* Lack of Awareness (masked events; Graboi; see cognitive inhibition) 
* reduced attention needs 
* does automatic mean inevitable (can automatic be intentionally influenced?)? 
 

7. Knowledge of Results (KR)  
 

* Error recognition and performance retention 
* Embedded blank trials 

 
8. Advance Cue Utilization in Sport 

* Methods, Results, Implications 
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file, and will be held in confidence in accordance with the University’s Official Student Record 
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8. Laptops for the purpose of typing lecture notes are permitted in class, but please be 
respectful to your fellow students and turn the sound off. If I receive complaints from other 
students regarding noise or other disruptive behaviour (e.g., watching videos on YouTube.com, 


