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CORE TEXTS

Most of the selections on this list in the “Poetry” and “Prose” sections can be found in David
Damrosch, et al., eds. The Longman Anthology of British Literature. Vol. IC. The Restoration
and 18" Century. Many of the poems can be found in the two anthologies edited by Roger
Lonsdale: The New Oxford Book of Eighteenth-Century Verse, and Eighteenth-Century Women
Poets. For Collier and Duck (and other poems), students may also wish to consult David Fairer
and Christine Gerrard, eds., Eighteenth-Century Poetry: An Annotated Anthology

POETRY
Barbauld “The Mouse’s Petition to Dr. Priestley”, “The Rights of Women”, “Washing Day”
Behn “The Disappointment”, “The Willing Mistress”
Butler Hudibras
Chatterton

Collier

“Ode, Written in the Beginning of the Year 1746", “Ode on the Popular
Superstitions of the Highlands”

Castaway”9

Olney Hymns (“Praise for the Fountain



Gray

Johnson

Leapor

Montagu

Pope

“The Bard”, “Elegy Written in a Country Church-yard”, “Ode on a Distant
Prospect of Eton College”, “The Progress of Poesy”, “Sonnet on the Death of Mr.
Richard West”

London, The Vanity of Human Wishes, “Ode on the Death of Dr. Robert Levet”

“The Headache. To Aurelia”, “An Essay on Woman”, “The Epistle of Deborah
Dough”

“Saturday: The Small Pox”, “The Lover, A Ballad”, “The Reasons that Induced
Dr. S. to write a Poem called The Lady’s Dressing Room”, “Versus Addressed to
the Imitator of Horace”

Pastorals (at least “Winter”), An Essay on Criticism, Windsor Forest






Fielding Tom Thumb

Gay The Beggar’s Opera

Goldsmith ~ She Stoops to Conquer

Lillo The London Merchant
Otwy Venice Preserv’d
Rowe The Fair Penitent

Sheridan The School for Scandal

Steele The Conscious Lovers

Vanbrugh The Relapse

Wycherley  The Country Wife

PROSE

Addison and Steele

Boswell

Burke

Defoe

Dryden

Equiano

Gibbon

The Tatler, selections, and The Spectator, selections including the
“Pleasures of the Imagination”, nos. 411-421

London Journal, Life of Johnson, at least one of the following:

“1763: AETAT.54" and “1764: AETAT.55" (pp. 272-343, Oxford
Standard Authors Ed.), 1767 (pp. 379-385, Johnson meets the King), plus
sections on authors that particularly interest you.

A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origins of our Ideas of the Sublime and
Beautiful (Selections), Reflections on the Revolution in France
(Selections), Speech “On Conciliation with the Colonies”, “Letter to a
Noble Lord”

The Shortest Way with the Dissenters

“Of Dramatic Poesy, An Essay”*, A Defence of the Epilogue”, “Discourse
on the Original and Progress of Satyr”, “Preface” to Fables Ancient and
Modern

The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano

The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, at least chapters 1V, XV,
XXI1V, and either the Justinian or Julian sections



Goldsmith The Citizen of the World, at least letters IV, XXI, XLIX, and CVII, “An

Essay on the Theatre”
Haywood Selections from The Female Spectator
Hobbes Leviathan, Part I, and Part 1, chapters 17-21

Hume



Recommended Secondary Sources

Students are encouraged to pursue some secondary reading in preparation for the exam. Students
may find introductions to current scholarly editions of the texts useful as well as the essays in the
relevant Blackwell Companions and Cambridge Companions. A list of other resources can be
made in conjunction with the examination committee. Your answers should demonstrate an
awareness of the historical and cultural moment of the Restoration and Eighteenth Century, but
students are discouraged from quoting or directly referring to individual critics.

Departmental regulations regarding PhD comprehensive exams can be found @ the following
site: http://www.uwo.ca/english/graduate/phd.html



