Department of English and Writing Studies
Western University

PRAGMATISM AND AMERICAN AESTHETICS

ENGLISH 9133A (Fall 2017)

Class: Wednesday, 12:30-3:30pm (Lawson 2205)

Office Hours: Wednesday, 4:00-6:00pm and by apt (AHB 3G12)
kate.stanley@uwo.ca

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course traces the legacy of the philosophical tradition of pragmatism in American

aesthetics and culture from the Puritans
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This assignment has two parts--

(1) Seminar Introduction (10%): You will open class by presenting a focused argument on
one of the assigned primary readings. Your presentation should be designed to engage the
attention of your classmates with the goal of provoking generative discussion. You are free
to take whatever approach to presenting you think will be most productive and stimulating.
Your task is to frame the central critical problems, paradoxes, and questions that the
reading raises for the class. Please limit your formal presentation to 15 minutes. At least 48
hours before your presentation please send an email outlining



COURSE POLICIES
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| do not permit the use of laptops in the classroom unless a student has received
accommodation (in which case please come talk to me). Please print out hard copies of the
readings to bring to class.
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Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate
policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic discipline undergrad.pdf
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Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students
take an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by
using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or
citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence.
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Oct 11: Fall Break

Oct 18: JAMESIAN PRAGMATISM
James, Pragmatism; “A World of Pure Experience”

Oct 25: HABITS OF PRAGMATIST ATTENTION
James, “Attention,” “Habit,” (from Principles of Psychology) (R)
John Dewey, from



