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Department of English and Writing Studies, Fall 2016
English 9149A: Women and Authorship in Early Modern England
Wednesday, 9:30-12:30, SH 2348

Instructor: Dr. Madeline Bassnett

Phone: 519-661-2111 ext. 85827
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Seminar Write-up 15% (2500-3000 words: 8-10 pages)

Due Date: One week after your seminar

You will have one week to write up your seminar presentation as a well-organized formal paper.
You may take into account ideas, questions, or developments that emerge from class discussion to
transform a more exploratory seminar into a purposeful and clear argument.

Final paper proposal/bibliography 10% (500-1000 words)

Due Date: Nov. 16-23rd. (you may hand it in at any point during this week)

The proposal should aim to identify the primary texts you hope to work on, the questions you
plan to ask, and if possible, to suggest the argument you hope to make (keeping in mind that this
may change). Also aim to sketch out a brief methodology: what sources/approaches might help
you to make your argument, and how? For the bibliography, please provide 5 annotated entries
(each entry approx. 1/2 - 3/4 page in length).

Research Paper 40% (4500-5000 words: 15-18 pages)

Due Date: Dec. 14th.

This paper will explore a topic of your choosing in relation to one or more primary texts from
our syllabus. It should be based on substantial research (at least 10 secondary sources), and make
a clear, well-developed, and well-written argument. You may use your seminar as a starting
point. If you do, the final paper should considerably develop your seminar ideas, both through a
more in-depth analysis of the primary text, and through significant additional research. In other
words, this paper should be a substantial investigation of a new idea and/or a process of active
revision: don’t plunk down your seminar paper and build the rest of your paper around it.

I am always happy to meet and discuss assignments and ideas.

Notes on Extensions and Technology:

No extensions will be granted for in-class presentations (secondary source paper and seminar)
except when warranted by medical or personal circumstances.

Laptops may be used to assist presentations; they may also be used when we are relying on
EEBO or other online texts. Otherwise, you may not use laptops, phones, or other electronic
devices during class time.

Academic Offences
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
Academic Handbook, Exam, Course Outlines Page 4

Issued: 2011 02
Scrupulous accuracy in the quotation and citation of all sources and references is expected.

Mental Health

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western:
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain
help.
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Course Outline
Sept. 14: Introduction

Sept. 21: Defining Authorship

I Prefaces from: Ben Jonson, Works; William Shakespeare, Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies;
Margaret Cavendish, Poems and Fancies (CP)

I Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author,” tr. Stephen Heath, in Authorship: From Plato to the
Postmodern: A Reader, ed. Sean Burke (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1995), pp. 125-30.
(CP)

I Michel Foucault, “What Is an Author,” tr. Josué V. Harari, in The Foucault Reader, ed. Paul
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Nov. 16: Manuscript Authorship
I Hester Pulter, MS Lt.q.32, “Poems, emblems, and an unfinished manuscript, 1655-78,”
Brotherton Library, University of Leeds. (Perdita Manuscripts: Go to “Home” and search under
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