The University of Western Ontario
Department of English
Precarity: Reading Risk and Responsibility in the Shadow of Neoliberalism
English 9147B

Contact Information:

Instructor: Dr. Pauline Wakeham

Office: 3G10 Arts and Humanities Building
Email: pwakeham@uwo.ca

Telephone: (519) 6612111 x. 85815

Class Meetings: Thursdays from 9:30 a.mt12:20 p.m. in Lawson Hall 2205
Office Hours: Tuesdays from 11:00 a.n£1:00 p.m. and Thursdays from 2:43:45 p.m.
Course Description:

What does it mean toe precariously situated the contemporary ePdHow is precarity
produced, livedfelt,



All other readings are available online (wheleLs are provided) or as PDF documents
available on a memory stick.

Assignments:
- Two 2-3 page (doubkspaced) response papers.


mailto:pwakeham@uwo.ca

and draw connections or reflect on points of divergence between them. In this sense, the goal is
to put the assigned readinigs the week together in critical conversation. Students might also
wish to raise a question or two for further thought or discussion.

Guidelines for Seminar Presentations:

- Seminar presentations should succinctly and briefly outline the arguments developed in the
critical essays and analyze key themes and strategies of the readings assigned foAthe day.
strong presentation, however, must go much further than merely rehear





http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
http://www.music.uwo.ca/
http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/resources.html

January 26: Precarious Life and the Politics of Grievability
Judith Butle, Precarious Life, Grievableife " DQG 36 XUYLYDELOLW\ 9XOQHUDEL

February 2: Case Study in Precarity and Grievability: Murdered and Missing Indigenous

Women

$PEHU 'HPDbGx Mourning and the Culture of Redress: Mayerthorpe, Air India, and
Murdered or Missing Aborigial Women’

S5HEHFFD %HOPRUHYV SHU IRt @GofmanDelakv/piSce Han He ¥ilwvdd. O °
online at:http://www.rebeccabelmore.com/video/Vigil.himl

7TKH 3$P , 1H[W"  Gahipaidd Qtpt MWvw.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indigenous
womenaskanti-nextto-raiseawarenessiboutmissingandmurderel-1.2757295

February 9: Economies of Abandonment in Late Liberalism

B8UVXOD /H*XLQ 37KH 2QHV :KR :DON $zZD\ IURP 2PHODV"’
(OLIDEHWK 3RYLQHOOL 3, QWURGXFWLRQ 7KH &KLOG LQ WKH
provided, but students are only requitedead frompagesl DQG 3(YHQWYV RI $EDQGR


http://www.rebeccabelmore.com/video/Vigil.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indigenous-women-ask-am-i-next-to-raise-awareness-about-missing-and-murdered-1.2757295
http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indigenous-women-ask-am-i-next-to-raise-awareness-about-missing-and-murdered-1.2757295
http://briarpatchmagazine.com/articles/view/accumulation-by-dispossession#.WBH8Z7SZIAA.twitter
http://briarpatchmagazine.com/articles/view/accumulation-by-dispossession#.WBH8Z7SZIAA.twitter
http://www.arpbooks.org/islands
http://www.blacklivesmattersyllabus.com/fall2016/

ODUF /DPRQW +LOO 33UHID Nbbodp QauakitFoEANEiIca’s WaR éh the

Vulnerable, from Ferguson to Flint and Beyond
$OLFLD *DU]ID 3% +HUVWRU\ RI WKH %ODHMErELYHVODWWHU ORY

http://www.thefeministwire.com/2014/10/blacklivesmatPdy
TUHYD % /L Q-6evgddon3BIRNVAW VW RULFDOY $SSURDFK WR %ODFN 91
$XGUH /RUGH 3% /LWDQ\ IRU 6XUYLYDO" DQG *DIWHULPDJHV"~

https://frankroberts.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/audrelordepoems.pdf

March 30: Slow Violence and Ecosystemic Precarity
5RE 1L[RQ 3, QWWUIRRXFWHRQRT WKH $IWHUPDWK 3UHFLVLRQ :I
DQG 3(SLORJXH 6FHQHV IURP WKH 6HDEHG 7KH )XWXUH RI 'L

April 6: Slow and Fast Violence: The Multiple Temporalities of Ecological Crisis
Thomas King,The Back of the Turtle


http://www.thefeministwire.com/2014/10/blacklivesmatter-2/
https://frankroberts.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/audrelordepoems.pdf

