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Optional reading 
 
Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Purloined Letter.”  
 
Hoffmann, E.T.A. “The Sand Man.” 
 
Assignments 
 
--A 5,000-word paper on a topic of your choice relevant to material covered in the course.   This 
paper may for instance take the form of an intervention in a field of theoretical inquiry.  Or it 
may take the form of a work of literary or cultural criticism in which you use and test one or 
more of the theoretical positions we have explored during the term in.  Other alternatives are also 
possible.  In any case, you should research and cite the relevant critical literature.  I urge you to 
consult me during the term as you develop and refine your final paper topic.  Unless you make 
other arrangements with me in advance, this paper is due one week after our final meeting, on 
Dec. 14.  45% final grade. 
 
--A 2,000 word paper on a topic to be assigned.  This paper will be due in class on  TBD, 
depending on the topic you choose. 25% final grade. 
 
--A fifteen-minute oral presentation to the seminar of a text on the syllabus.  Texts available for 



presentation are marked on the schedule with an asterisk; I urge you to choose your text as soon 
as possible as they will be assigned in the order I receive your requests. 20% final grade. 
 
--10% of your grade will be determined by my evaluation of your participation in and 
contribution to the seminar.  In determining this portion of your grade, I will consider the quality 
of your attention to and interventions in class discussion, and of your preparations for class.  
Further, this portion of the grade will be forfeited by any student with more than two 
unexcused absences from class.  If medical or other circumstances affect your participation in 
the seminar, please discuss them with me.  As circumstances warrant, I will excuse you from 
class and make whatever arrangements are possible to help you keep up with our work, without 
penalty to your grade. 
 
In your papers, please use the MLA method of parenthetical citation.   If you are unfamiliar with 
this method, I urge you consult a standard style guide such as the MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers, which is available in the reference shelves of the D.B. Weldon Library. 
 
 
 
Reading Schedule 
 
Readings marked R&R refer to Rivkin and Ryan. Literary Theory: An Anthology (Blackwell). 
All others will be made available as .pdf files. Please either print these files out, or bring them to 
class on a device that will make it easy for you to refer to them during our discussion.  
 
 
 
September  14 Introduction 
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24)*; Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical 
Reproduction”* (R&R 1235); Horkheimer and Adorno “The Culture 
Industry…” (R&R 1242); Williams “The Country and the City” (R&R 
505)  

 
19 



As required by the University, I remind you that students must write their essays 
and assignments in their own words.  Whenever students take an idea or a passage of text 
from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks 
where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations.  Plagiarism is 
a major academic offense (see Scholastic Offense Policy in the Western Academic 
Calendar). 
 The University of Western Ontario uses software for plagiarism checking.  
Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form for plagiarism 
checking. 

In my own voice, let me observe that we become scholars and critics by modeling 
ourselves on others.  I urge you to read widely this term and to use your reading to find 
your own style and mode of theoretical argument.  If when preparing an essay or 
presentation for this class you become in any way concerned about the question of 
plagiarism, please come and discuss the matter with me. 
 

 
 


