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Course Outline 

This course is a comprehensive introduction to the dramatic works of one of the most influential writers 

and dramatists who has ever lived: William Shakespeare. Students will read twelve plays that 

exemplify the full range of Shakespeare’s dramatic genres - History, Comedy, Tragedy, and 

Romance/Tragicomedy – from the beginnings of Shakespeare’s dramatic career through to its 

conclusion. Emphasis throughout is placed on understanding the generic and formal aspects of the 

plays; attention is also paid to the plays’ literary and other sources, as well as to some of the historical 

and political contexts in which Shakespeare operated as a dramatist. The course furthermore engages 

with elements of stage-craft and performance history, and also 
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Preferred Edition: In order to follow line references to the plays in the lecture notes, it is strongly 

recommended 



3 

 
****Final Grades**** 

STUDENTS MUST PASS BOTH TERM WORK AND THE FINAL EXAMINATION (IN COURSES WITH 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS) IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE. STUDENTS WHO FAIL THE FINAL 

EXAMINATION (REGARDLESS OF THEIR TERM MARK) AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE COURSE. 

 

Late Policy 

All written assignments are due no later than 11:55 p.m. on the date in question; any assignment received after 

that time will be marked late, and will be deducted 5% per business and week-end day. No written assignment 

will be allowed to be submitted later than two weeks after the original due date for the assignment. 

 

Plagiarism 

The following statement on plagiarism is from the UWO Senate: 

 

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or a 

passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where 

appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see 

Scholastic Offence Policy in Western Academic Calendar). Plagiarism checking: The University of Western 

Ontario uses software for plagiarism checking. Students may be required to submit their work in electronic form 

for plagiarism checking. 

 

Be aware that if you are caught engaging in plagiarism, it will result, at the very least, in a zero for the 

assignment.  

 

Prerequisites 
This statement is also from the UWO Senate: 

 

Students are responsible for ensuring that their selection of courses is appropriate and accurately recorded and 

that all course prerequisites have been successfully completed, and that they are aware of any anti-requisite 

course(s) that they have taken. If the student does not have the requisites for a course, the University reserves the 

right to 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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Course Schedule/Readings 

 
Unit One: Shakespeare’s History Plays: Richard III 
  
Unit Two


