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THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO 

EN 1020E (651): Understanding Literature Today 

Summer 2014 

Instructor: Dr. Jo Devereux 

Course Description: This course takes you on a journey through the genres, historical periods, 

and critical approaches to English literature. In online lectures and small group discussions, you 

will study major works of poetry, prose, and drama with attention to their use of literary form 

and the cultural contexts in which they were written. The written assignments for the course will 

provide you with training in literary analysis, logical and rhetorical argumentation, and strong 

skills in grammar and composition. 
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below for details. With permission of the instructor(s), students may rewrite Essay 1 to improve 

their mark. The rewritten version must be submitted no later than two weeks after the original 

essay has been returned; the maximum mark a rewritten essay can receive is 65%.

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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Online English 1020E Schedule and Due Dates Summer 2014 

(Note that Elements of Literature is abbreviated to EL) 

  

May 5-7: Unit 1.1: Creation Stories: Margaret Laurence, “Where the World Began” (course 

pack); Elements of Literature (EL) 3-4; Discussion 1.1 

  

May 7-9: Unit 1.2: Creation Stories: Milton, Paradise Lost, from Book 4 (course pack); EL 

399-400; Discussion 1.2 

  

May 12-14: Unit 2.1: The Natural World: Frost, “Design” and “Birches” (EL), Page, “Planet 

Earth (course pack), EL 388-99; Discussion 2.1 

  

May 14-16: Unit 2.2: The Natural World: Wordsworth, “Tintern Abbey” (EL), Thomas, “The 

Force that through the Green Fuse Drives the Flower” (EL), EL 374-6; Discussion 2.2 

  

May 19-21: Unit 3.1: The Reading Self: Austen, Northanger Abbey, EL 7-9; Discussion 3.1 

  

May 21-23: Unit 3.2: The Reading Self: Austen, Northanger Abbey; Discussion 3.2 

  

May 26-28: Unit 4.1: Art and Life: Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (EL), Rossetti, “In an 

Artist’s Studio” (course pack); Discussion 4.1 

  

May 28-30: Unit 4.2: Art and Life: Avison, “Snow” (EL), Walker, “Everyday Use” (course 

pack), EL 9-11; Discussion 4.2; ESSAY 1 DUE JUNE 2 

  

June 2-4: Unit 5.1: Dreams and Nightmares: Blake, “London” (EL), Lampman, “The City of 

the End of Things” (EL), T.S. Eliot, “The Hollow Men” (EL); Discussion 5.1 
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June 4-6: Unit 5.2: Dreams and Nightmares: LeGuin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from 
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July 7-9: Unit 10.1: Public and Private Selves: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow 

Wallpaper” (EL); EL 11-14; Discussion 10.1 

  

July 9-11: Unit 10.2: Public and Private Selves: Munro, “Family Furnishings” (EL); Heaney, 

“Digging” (course pack); Discussion 10.2 

  

July 14-16: Unit 11.1: Storytelling: Barnes, excerpt from A History of the World in 10 ½ 

Chapters (course pack); Discussion 11.1 

  

July 16-18: Unit 11.2: Storytelling: Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess” (EL); Eliot, “The 

Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (EL); Discussion 11.2 

  

July 21-23: Unit 12.1: Storytelling: Yann Martel, Life of Pi; EL 4-5; Discussion 12.1; ESSAY 

2 DUE JULY 21 

  

July 23-25: Unit 12.2: Storytelling: Yann Martel, Life of Pi; Discussion 12.2; DISCUSSION 

REFLECTION DUE JULY 25 

  

TBA July 28-31: FINAL EXAM  

  


