
 At least 60% in 1.0 English courses from 1020-1999, or permission of the 
Department. 
 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 
event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 
 
 

Course Description 

 
two prominent and intermingling ‘schools’ of analysis that have shaped academic 
discussions of the category and field [“Black Canadian Literature”]—an emphasis on 
diasporic routes, and an emphasis on historic Canadian roots—before advancing the 
idea that Black Canadian literature has also been shaped powerfully by the long-
standing idea that Canada is a land of genuine liberation and equality for peoples of 
African descent. Black Canadian literature’s heightened critical confrontation of both the 
dream and delusion of what we might now cautiously term ‘post-race’ makes this 
emergent field of newfound global importance regarding the ongoing yet contradictory 
cultural politics of race today.  (“Black Canadian Literature: Fieldwork and ‘Post-Race,’” 
The Oxford Handbook of Canadian Literature, ed. Cynthia Sugars, Dec 2015, DOI: 
10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199941865.013.30) 

Analysis of the required readings will be combined with appreciation and celebration of their 
artistry and creativity.   

In-class teaching and learning will proceed through combined short lectures and 
informed discussion (that is, discussion informed by everyone’s preparedness for class); out-of-
class teaching and learning will be facilitated by everyone’s engagement with study questions, 
recommended readings, timely preparation of the required readings for class, and completion of 
other course work. 
 
Objectives : 
By the end of the course, successful students will be able to: 

�x Appreciate a variety of forms of contemporary writing by people of Black African descent 
in Canada  

�x Appreciate a variety of experiences of being 
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Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory in all classes and tutorials. In cases of excessive absenteeism (e.g. more 
than 9 unexcused hours for a half course, 18 for a full course), which are not accounted for by either 
academic consideration or accommodation, students may be debarred from taking the final 
examination, and will receive an official warning to this effect by or before the course drop date (see 
Senate policy). In classes with or without final exams, students who do not attend class will receive 
0% for course participation grades. Unless other policies dictate a different set of penalties in specific 
English and Writing Studies programs, this will apply to all department programs. 
 
 
Intellectual Property/Copyright 
All instructor-written materials (e.g. PowerPoints, lecture notes, oral lectures) for this course are 
created solely for students’ personal use within the course, and remain the instructor’s intellectual 
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