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Course Description 

“All art is quite useless,” claimed Oscar Wilde in the preface to his notoriously decadent novel, The 
Picture of Dorian Gray (1891). Read today, in the age of late-capital, when value is dependent almost 
entirely on its perceived usefulness, Wilde’s unapologetic defense of “art for art’s sake” grows not 
only increasingly radical but necessary—a bold reminder that there remains, always, the possibility of 
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Available in the Resources Section of the Course Owl Site 

Beardsley, Aubrey. “Under the Hill.” The Savoy, vol. 1, January 1896, pp. 151-170. 
Beerbohm, Max. “A Defence of Cosmetics.” The Yellow Book, vol. 1, April 1894, pp. 65-82.  
Egerton, George. “A Cross Line.” 



https://www.lib.uwo.ca/archives/index.html
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Special Collections Reading Room on your own time and select one poem, short story, essay or 
work of art from a volume of either The Yellow Book or The Savoy. As with the books you examined in 
your first Library assignment, these volumes will be on the carts we looked at during our class 
meeting. In a short (3-4 page), essay-style analysis, situate the text in relation to the editorial 
direction of the magazine in which it was published and / or in relation to the larger cultural and 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
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Late Penalties 

Assignments will be submitted electronically through the Owl site, and are due by 4:30 on the due 
date. Late papers will be penalized 10 per cent for the first 24 hours and then 2% per day thereafter, 
including weekends. Papers submitted after the assignment is returned will not normally be 
accepted. 

Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory in all classes and tutorials. In cases of excessive absenteeism (e.g. more 
than 9 unexcused hours for a half course, 18 for a full course), which are not accounted for by either 
academic consideration or accommodation, students may be debarred from taking the final 
examination, and will receive an official warning to this effect by or before the course drop date (see 
Senate policy). In classes with or without final exams, students who do not attend class will receive 
0% for course participation grades. 

Intellectual Property/Copyright 

All instructor-written materials (e.g. PowerPoints, lecture notes, oral lectures) for this course are 
created solely for students’ personal use within the course, and remain the instructor’s intellectual 
property. Further reproduction, fixation, distribution, transmission, dissemination, communication, 
or any other uses, without securing the consent of the copyright owner (the course instructor) may 
be an infringement of copyright. You may not distribute, email, or otherwise communicate these 
materials to any other person. These limitations extend to recording, photographing, or sharing 
lectures (online or in-person) and lecture material without permission. Posting the instructor’s 
content from this course to online course sharing sites like OneClass or Course Hero without 
permission is both an infringement of intellectual property law and a violation of academic integrity 
guidelines. The instructor will pass these cases on to the Western University Ombudsperson or their 
Department Chair as appropriate. 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides 
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and 
cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: Academic Accommodation for 
Students with Disabilities. 

Accommodation for Students on Medical Grounds 

Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
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information about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts, here. To connect 
with a case manager or set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca. 

Support Services 

Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Academic Support & 

https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
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29 Wilde, Importance of Being Ernest 

December 4 Wilde, Importance of Being Ernest 

6 Review 


