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Romantic Revolutions 

              
 
 
 

 
 
Prerequisite(s): At least 60% in 1.0 of English 1020-1999 or permission of the Department. 
 
Revolt, radicalism, counter-revolution, reaction, reformation; hope, crisis, peace, war, invention, imagination, catastrophe, wonder, 
terror. What shadows did revolution cast upon the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries? This course examines a range of texts that 
reflect Romantic and post-Romantic transformations, upheavals, and reversals in aesthetic, socio-political, scientific, and/or 
psychological thought and writing. We will treat Revolution both literally and figuratively. Our starting point will be Romantic 
writers’ immediate response to Revolution in France and America, which (arguably) affects all subsequent developments in the 
period. This response, at once idealistic, reformational, and reactionary, sets the stage for various aesthetic, scientific, and 
psychological revolutions we will go on to explore. Romantic Revolution is thus a sign for transformation, progress, and hope on one 
hand, and trauma, terror, and discontent on the other. Above all, we will explore Romanticism as a period of what Tilottama Rajan 
calls “restless self
of London. The local First Nation communities of this area include Chippewas of the Thames First Nation, Oneida Nation 
of the Thames, and Munsee Delaware Nation. In the region, there are eleven First Nation communities and a growing 
Indigenous urban population. We value the significant historical and contemporary contributions of local and regional 
First Nations and all of the Original peoples of Turtle Island (North America).  
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 Think critically about Romantic thought and writing 
 Analyze and think critically about the formal properties of Romantic texts 
 Recognize how Romanticism is characterized by the transformations of the French Revolution 
 Recognize how revolutions in Romantic thought and writing shadow present political, social, and aesthetic 

concerns and issues as they reflect living in the Anthropocene  

https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2021A&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/ENG3351F


https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html
https://www.uwo.ca/english/english_studies/courses/pdf/UndergradGradingCriteria.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES & READINGS 
Unless otherwise noted, all readings are from the Broadview Anthology, except for Hogg’s Confessions and Austen’s Persuasion. 
Besides the readings listed below, you should read the “Introduction to the Age of Romanticism” at the start of the Broadview 
Anthology, along with “History of the Language and of Print Culture.” Besides these, you’ll find a host of readings “IN CONTEXT” to 
supplement all of the works included in the Broadview Anthology. Don’t miss these.  
         
January 8  NO CLASS 
January 10  Introduction | What’s Romanticism? 
   Blake, “Introduction” to Songs of Innocence 
   Keats, “On first sitting down to read Chapman’s Homer,” “This Living Hand” 
  
January 15, 17  

http://www.blakearchive.org/copy/mhh.h?descId=mhh.h.illbk.01
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March 18, 20  Hogg, 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

	Religious Accommodation: Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if their course requirements will...

