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Course Description 

The Creative Moment is an experimental, improvisational course in artistic creation and the development 

of the creative personality. Students will produce creative writing and learn to connect in a more natural 

and exciting and open ways to their own creative process. This will be matched with the reading of four 

novels and a book of non-fiction, and class discussion of these texts. We will analyse these texts to try to 

understand the techniques the writer used to create various effects, and we will talk about themes that 

preoccupied the writer—socially, politically, philosophically and personally. These texts will inspire 

creative writing exercises, and will help us think about how our experiences oef the world are 

transformed into art. Rigour, curiosity, thoughtfulness, and a sense of play will be encouraged in 

completion of the writing assignments, and in the exercises, games and conversations we will engage in 

during class. 

Prerequisites 

None.  
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Learning Outcomes / Course Objectives 

Ideally, students will deepen their appreciation for the intricacies of the creative process, the difficulties 

and the chance genius events that go into making a work of art. Students should come out of this class 

with a deeper feeling for their own voice as a writer and creative person, and a keener sense of what they 

are interested in, artistically. The course will hope to sharpen one’s critical skills towards one’s own work, 

and increase one’s sensitivity towards the different forces within a person and within a society and culture 

that produce a text. This should also lead to a heightened awareness of the time one is presently living in, 

and the forces that are at work in making us what we are, and the world what it is. 

Timetable  

Week 1, September 12 – Introduction 

Week 2, September 19 – The Pillow Book, Sei Shonagon (1002) . 

Week 3, September 26 – The Pillow Book. 

Week 4, October 3 – Times Square Red, Times Square Blue, Samuel R. Delaney (1999) . 

Week 5, October 10 – Times Square Red, Times Square Blue. 

Week 6, October 17 - The Ladies’ Paradise, Emile Zola, novel (1883) .  

Week 7, October 24 – The Ladies’ Paradise. 

Reading Week 

Week 8, November 7 – Secondhand Time, Svetlana Alexeivich (2013). 

Week 9, November 14 – Secondhand Time. 

Week 10, November 21 – The Wall, Marlen Haushofer (1963). 

Week 11, November 28 – The Wall. 

Week 12 – December 5, Conclusion 

Course Texts: 

The Pillow Book by Sei Shonagon (trans. Meredith McKinney; Penguin). 

Times Square Red, Times Square Blue by 
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Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory. Being on time is mandatory. Being on time means being in class one minute 

before class begins. Attendance (and being on time) will be part of your grade. There will be a break in 

the middle of class (for 10-15 mins) and we will officially end at 9:20 pm. 

 

 

Methods of Evaluation 

In-Class Participation 25%  

Assignment 1  10% Length: 1000 words  Due: October 10  

Final Paper Proposal  5% Length: 500 words  Due: October 17 

Assignment 2  10% Length: 1000 words  Due: November 14 

Assignment 3  10% Length: 500 words  Due November 28 

In-Class Portfolio 20% Length: N/A   Due: December 12 

Final Paper  20% Length: 2000 words  Due: December 12 

 

In-Class Participation refers to showing up on time and participating in class discussions. 

 

Assignment 1 will be a creative, personal paper based on your reading of The Pillow Book and Times Square 

Red, Times Square Blue. Further details to come in class. 

 

Assignment 2 will be a creative, personal paper based on your reading of The Ladies’ Paradise and 

Secondhand Time. Further details to come in class. 

 

Assignment 3 will be a creaive, personal paper based on your reading of The Wall. 

 

Your In-Class Portfolio 
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OWL  

Students are responsible for checking the course OWL site (http://owl.uwo.ca) on a regular basis for 

news and updates. This is the primary method by which information will be disseminated to all students 

https://wts.uwo.ca/helpdesk/
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
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Medical Accommodation 

If you are unable to meet a course requirement (such as regular attendance, assignments, and the final 

paper) due to illness or other serious circumstances, then you must request an exception from your 

Faculty of Registration. You will be asked to provide valid medical or supporting documentation to the 

Academic Counselling Office of your Faculty of Registration as soon as possible.  

 

For further information, please consult the University’s medical illness policy at 

https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration.pdf.  

 

The Student Medical Certificate is available at 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. 

 

 

https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf

