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English 4312G 

The Consolation of Philosophy 
And its English Afterlives 
Winter 2023, UC 4401 
Thursday, 9:30-12:30 

 
Course Prerequisites 
1.0 from English 2200-2250, English 3200-3210, Theatre Studies 3205F/G, or permission of the 
Department. 
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à Articles available through the library databases. 
 
*No substitutions. You must purchase this edition of the text because it contains 
contextual material that you will be required to read. 
 
OWL  
Students are responsible for checking the course OWL site (http://owl.uwo.ca) on a 
regular basis for news and updates.  This is the primary method by which information 
will be disseminated to all students in the class. 
 
All course material will be posted to OWL: http://owl.uwo.ca.  
 
If students need assistance with the course OWL site, they can seek support on the 
OWL Help page.  Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services 
Helpdesk.  They can be contacted by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800. 
 
 
Course Requirements 
Attendance & Participation  15% 
Primary Text Presentation  15%   
Criticism Presentation  10% 
Reading Responses   20%   
Research Essay   40%  
 
Attendance & Participation 
Attendance is mandatory and will be recorded on a sign-in sheet in every class. Each 
unexcused absence will result in a 3% deduction from your participation grade. A 
pattern of lateness will likewise affect your participation grade. An absence will be 
excused if you supply legitimate documentation to the Academic Counseling office.  
 
To earn full participation marks, you must attend class regularly, come prepared with 
your textbook to discuss the assigned readings, listen actively to all lectures, and 
participate meaningfully in discussions. You will also be assigned the role of 
designated respondent for another student’s oral presentation. As respondent, you may 
ask for clarification, formulate questions for discussion, or present counterpoints to the 
presenter’s thesis.   
 
Primary Text Presentation 
You are required to give a 15-minute presentation on the primary text assigned to be 
read on the day of your presentation, and to lead a discussion following from your 
presentation. You must analyze the text under consideration, not summarize it. The 
aim of your presentation is to open and lead class discussion. You will be evaluated on 
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Faculty of Registration as soon as possible.  For further information
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information on adding/dropping courses, academic considerations for absences, 
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C: Zim, “Creative Dialogues with Textual Partners, Past and Present” (from The 
Consolations of Writing”) (O) 
 
March 9:  
P: Stradling’s translation of Lipsius, Two Bookes of Constanceie (O) 
C: Constantinidou, “Public and Private, Divine and Temporal, in Justus Lipsius’ De 
constantia and Politica” (L) 
 
March 16:  
P: Milton, Paradise Lost, Books 11-12 (O) 
C: Astell, “The Medieval ‘Consolatio’ and the Conclusion of Paradise Lost” (L) 
 
March 23: 
P: Stoppard, Arcadia 
C: “‘Oh, Phooey to Death!’: Boethian Consolation in Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia” (L) 
 
March 30: 
P: Chiang, “Story of Your Life” (O); Arrival (film in class) 
C: Quinn, “Me audiendi … stupentem”: The Restoration of Wonder in Boethius’s 
‘Consolation of Philosophy’” (L) 
 
April 6: 


