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 (519) 661-2111 ext. 87416 
Office: UC 4429 
Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30-3 or by appointment 
 
Class Time: Mondays 12:30-2:30 pm, Wednesdays 12:30-1:30 pm 
Class Location: SH 3345 (note recent room change) 
Delivery type: in-person, synchronous 
 
 
Antirequisite(s): English 2460F/G. 
 
Prerequisite(s): At least 60% in 1.0 of English 1020-1999 or permission of the Department. 
 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 

mailto:alyssa.maclean@uwo.ca
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produce an assignment analyzing its adaptation of the novel. The other works on our reading 
list will allow us to analyze different genres and periods of American theatre, including 
metatheatre (Our Town), realism (A Raisin in the Sun), expressionism (Death of a Salesman, A 
Streetcar Named Desire), and postmodernism (Clybourne Park, The Piano Lesson). By the end of the 
course, students will have a strong introduction to some of the most influential playwrights in 
U.S. theatre and will be able to explain the importance of the home as a symbol of contested 
American values.  
 
Course format: this is an in-person synchronous course.  
 
Use of recordings: Participants in this course are not permitted to record the sessions, except 
where recording is an approved accommodation, or the participant has the prior permission of 
the instructor. 
 

                                                                                                                                              
 
 
B
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Thornton Wilder, Our Town: A Play in Three Acts (1938). ISBN 978-0063003996 
Louisa May Alcott, Little Women (ISBN TBA) 
Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman (1949). ISBN 978-0140481341 
Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire (1947). ISBN 978-0811216029 
Lorraine Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun (1959). ISBN 978-0679755333 
Edward Albee, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1962). ISBN 978-0451158710 
Bruce Norris, Clybourne Park (2010). ISBN 978-0865478688 
August Wilson, The Piano Lesson.  ISBN 978-0452265349 

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html
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Western University is situated on the traditional territories of the 
Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Lunaapeewak and 

Attawandaron peoples, who have longstanding relationships to the land and region of 
southwestern Ontario and the City of London. The local First Nation communities of this area 
include Chippewas of the Thames First Nation, Oneida Nation of the Thames, and Munsee 
Delaware Nation. In the region, there are eleven First Nation communities and a growing 
Indigenous urban population.  
 
Western values the significant historical and contemporary contributions of local and regional 
First Nations and all of the Original peoples of Turtle Island (North America). 
 

As part of a strengthened COVID-19 vaccination 
policy, all members of our community – including 

students, employees, and visitors – who plan to be on campus this fall will be required to 
demonstrate proof of vaccination (2 vaccines plus a booster), except under rare exemptions. 
All members of the community must upload proof of vaccination by September 8. Those who 
have not provided proof that they are fully vaccinated have until October 13 to submit proof of 
vaccination.  
 

When required by Western policy and public health 
directives, students will be expected to wear masks 

that meet or exceed Western’s recommendations at all times in the educational spaces on 
campus. Students who are unable to wear a mask for medical or religious reasons must seek 
formal accommodation through Accessible Education at aew@uwo.ca. 
 
Students are expected not to eat or drink while in class to ensure masks stay in place. Students 
will be able to eat and drink outside of the classroom during scheduled breaks. 
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without securing the consent of the copyright owner (the course instructor) may be an infringement 
of copyright. You may not distribute, email, or otherwise communicate these materials to any other 
person. These limitations extend to recording, photographing, or sharing lectures (online or in-
person) and lecture material without permission. Posting the instructor’s content from this course to 
online course sharing sites like OneClass or Course Hero without permission is both an infringement 
of intellectual property law and a violation of academic integrity guidelines. The instructor will pass 
these cases on to the Western University Ombudsperson or their Department Chair as appropriate. 
 

Our course readings and discussions will often focus on 
serious, difficult, and potentially challenging topics that may 

ask you to step out of your normal comfort zone. Almost every work on our syllabus depicts 
mature, provocative, or even deliberately offensive content of some kind, such as trauma and 
gender-based violence, racist ideology, racial epithets, suicide, substance abuse, and forms of 
self-harm.  
 
Readings and discussions might trigger strong feelings—anger, discomfort, anxiety, confusion, 
excitement, humor, and even boredom. Some of us will have emotional responses to the 
readings; some of us will have emotional responses to our peers’ underst (’)-6.6 5-7 (s)-1.9 (e)-1. 9d f therea6ngs. 
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Klaver, Elizabeth. “The Cemetery as Public Space: Spoon River Anthology and Act 3 
of Our Town.” Genre 48.1 (2015): 99-118. 

• Good example of an argument about setting. What is Klaver’s argument 
about the graveyard’s importance in Our Town? 

Wed Sept 21: Wilder, Our Town 
Mon Sept 26: Company 1 presents on Beyond the Horizon or Our Town 

Alcott, Little Women 
Wed Sept 28: Little Women 
Mon Oct 3: Little Women; come prepared today to brainstorm with your group about your 

project 
Little Women will be showing at Stratford in September and October. We will be attending the 
performance as a class 
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Wed Dec 7: Review 
Dec 10-22 Exam period; exam date TBA 

 
 
OVERVIEW OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Attendance is mandatory in all classes and tutorials. In cases of 
excessive absenteeism (e.g. moant 1 Ona 1 
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Your participation mark is designed to measure your attendance, participation, and evidence of 
consistent preparation and active learning. Short in-class writing assignments or quizzes may be 
given during the semester to ensure that all students are contributing to the conversation. 
Failure to come to class prepared enough to ask a question, complete an in-class assignment, or 
participate in a discussion will negatively affect your participation grade. 
 

The Company assignments are modelled after ones designed by 
Kim Solga in Theatre Studies. In some classes, we will forgo the 

formalities of a traditional university lecture and get down to the business of performance. I 
will be dividing the class into groups with roughly six students each. In select weeks you, the 
students, will run roughly 45 minutes0.002 Tw 4.793 5 (o)
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0 to students who did not do the work). 
 

Presentation 2: Company Adaptation assignment on Little Women: 
• 
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Papers in English should be written in MLA format; this method of documentation is described 
in the 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
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Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the Office of the Dean of the student’s 
Faculty of registration, together with a request for relief specifying the nature of the 
accommodation being requested. The Student Medical Certificate (SMC) can be found at 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. 
 
The full policy is set out here: 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 
 

Students should consult the University's list 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://learningcommons.ubc.ca/resource-guides/avoid-plagiarism/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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