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1. Course Information 
 
Course Information  
John Leonard 
DESIRE IN THE RENAISSANCE (formerly “Dangerous Desire”) 3320F 
SSC 2036 Tuesday 11.30-12.20  Thursday 1.30-3.20   
 
List of Prerequisites  
 
Prerequisite(s): At least 60% in 1.0 of English 1020-1999 or permission of the Department. 
 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in 
the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary 
prerequisites. 
 

2. Instructor Information 
 
 
Instructors Email Office Phone Office Hours 

Professor John Leonard jleonard@uwo.ca 

Office hours 
will almost 
certainly be 
held by 
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Love and desire are complicated emotions, both today and in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. We will examine the profuse complexity of Renaissance love 
poetry, by and about men and women, of various sexual orientations, including writers 
such as Shakespeare, Wroth, Donne, Barnfield, Wyatt, Sidney, Marlowe, Herrick,  and 
Carew. WARNING: the course material contains explicit sexual content and will touch on 
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If students need assistance with the course OWL site, they can seek support on the OWL 
Help page.  Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk.  
They can be contacted by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800. 
 
Technical Requirements 
  
A computer with internet access. 
 

5. Methods of Evaluation 
Course Requirements 
 
Short Essay, 1500 words  Due 20 Oct. 25% 
Long Essay,  2500 words Due 29 Nov. 40% 
Quizzes        15% 
Participation      10% 
In-class debate/presentation   10% 
 
This class meets twice a week. Students should come to lecture prepared to participate in 
group discussion: read the assigned portions of the text in advance of class, and always 
bring the right text(s) to class with you. 
Quizzes (15%): These will be largely unannounced. The number is yet to be determined (no 
more than 6), but only the best three quizzes will count. NB there will be no make-up 
quizzes. Make-ups are built into the syllabus (only best three count). Quizzes will cover our 
current work and may be based on readings for the day the quiz is given (so be prepared for 
class). 
In-class presentation (10%): I have set aside three Thursday classes (one hour on 29 
September, two hours each on 27 October and 1 December) for students to make 15-
minute in-class presentations in teams of 3 or 4 students). On 29 September, there will be 
two presentations. On the other two days there will be six each (a total of 14 team 
presentations). Students will be encouraged to take opposite sides of a question (one team 
one side, on the other). Students will be graded individually for 1) content, 2) presentation, 
but the weighting will vary from student to student depending on the role you play in your 
team. 
Essays. Late essays will be subject to a penalty of one mark per day, including weekends.  
 
Note: there is no final exam for the course  
 
Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information 
posted on the department website at 
http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html. 
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6. Accommodation and Accessibility 
Religious Accommodation 
When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an absence from 
the University or prohibits certain activities, students should request accommodation for 
their absence in writing at least two weeks prior to the holiday to the course instructor 
and/or the Academic Counselling office of their Faculty of Registration.  Please consult 
University's list of recognized religious holidays (updated annually) at  

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo.   
 
Accommodation Policies 
Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Accessible Education, which provides 
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological 
and cognitive testing.  The policy on 
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All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection 
of plagiarism.  All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents 
in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently 
submitted to the system.  Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently 




