
Wel com e to ENG2301E, Section 001, the “British Literatu re Survey”!  

This is course will provide you with a very broad experience of the literature emanating from 
Great Britain over the course of some 1500 years. We’ll be reading texts from a variety of 
historical periods and in a very diverse range of genres. The primary functions of the course are 
two-fold: first, to provide you with exposure to some of the “classic” canonical works of the 
tradition of English literatures, and second, to provide context, background, and history to the 
other texts you have studied, or may come to study, in English literature. The history of English 
literature is itself a narrative, characterized by sweeping change and replete with drama and 
excitement. You’ll be getting a good taste of all of this in this course. 

 

Evaluati on  

Essay 1 (6-8 pages) – 15% 
Annotated Bibliography – 10% 
Essay 2 (10-12 pages) – 20% 
First Term Test – 10% 
Participation – 10% 
Exam – 35% 

 

Course Objecti v es Upon succes s fu l com p l eti on of this cou rs e, stu d en ts will be able to:  

• Discuss the development of English/British literature and textual traditions across time;  

• Recognize literary texts’ relationship to that tradition;  

• Recognize and discuss formal and rhetorical features of literary texts;  

• Engage in close reading of literary texts;  

• Become acquainted with some of the major theoretical approaches to English/British 
literature;  

• 



FIRST TERM  

Week 1 – 8 Septem b er – Introd u ctory Class  

 

Week 2 – 13 -  15 Septe m b er, 2022 

“Caedmon,” “Caedmon’s Hymn” (Parallel Text) 

Beowulf (Verse Translation) 

 

Week 3 – 20 -  22 Septe m b er, 2022 

“The Gwain Poet,” Sir Gwain and the Green Knight (Prose Translation) 

 

Week 4 –27 -  29 Septem b er, 2022 

Sir Philip Sidney, “The Defence of Poesy”  

George Herbert, “Easter Wings”  

 

Week 5 – 4 -  6 Octobe r, 2022 

John Milton, Paradise Lost (All 12 Books, accessible through the side menu) 

 

Week 6 – 11 -  13 Octob er, 2022  

John Milton, Paradise Lost (All 12 Books) 

 

Week 7 – 18 -  20 Octob er, 2022  

Andrew Marvell, “To His Coy Mistress”  

John Dryden, Macflecknoe 

https://milton.host.dartmouth.edu/reading_room/pl/book_1/text.shtml


 





Matthew Arnold, “Dover Beach”  

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, “Locksley Hall”  

 

Week 19 – 14 -  16 February, 2023 

Wilfred Owen, “Dulce et Decorum Est”  

T. S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”  

Annotated Bibliography Due 16 February  

 

READING WEEK, 18 -26 February, 2023 (No Classes)  

 

Week 20 -  28 February - 1 March, 2023  

James Joyce, “The Dead” (from The Dubliners) 

 

Week 21 – 7 -  9 March, 2023 

W. H. Auden, “Spain”  

W. H. Auden, “September 1st, 1939” 

 

Week 22 – 14 -  16 March, 2023 

Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse I 

 

Week 23 – 21 -  23 March, 2023 

Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse II 

Second Term Essay Due – 23 March  




