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Antirequisite: English 2730F/G (King’s University College)

Please read the following information completely and carefully. You are responsible for it.

Course Description

This course provides a survey of children’s literature, exploring texts written for children from a
number of different perspectives. Some attention will be given to the historic evolution of children's
literature, but the principal aim of the course will be to consider the nature and development of the
major genres: fairy tales, nonsense, adventure fiction, the domestic novel, fantasy, and animal
stories. A central focus will be the assumptions about children and childhood that shape these
texts, all produced by adults based on what they believe children enjoy, want, or need.

Important information about this online course

This course demands as much time and effort from you as a conventional lecture-based
university course in literature. You are expected to read the course materials and to engage with
the material, the instructor, and the other students in the course regularly, as you would in a
regular classroom. You should devote a minimum of ten hours per week to the course in order
to keep up with the reading and complete the assignments. Assignments must be submitted
online, so be sure to work out any technical problems quickly by contacting ITS at 519-661-3800
or through the OWL Help page.

This course is designed for OWL, which operates as an online classroom. You must
ensure that you have access to the internet on a reqular and consistent basis. (Thus, if there is
a service interruption to your internet connection at home, you are expected to find another way
to access the course materials and meet deadlines.)

Learning Objectives:
By the end of the course, the successful student will be able to . . .
x Place individual texts in their context within the historical development of children’s literature;
X Recognize and understand the features of genres such as the fairy tale, the cautionary
tale, nonsense, adventure, domestic fiction, and fantasy;
x Display a knowledge of several classic children’s novels, as well as more recent
contributions to the genre;
X Analyze texts employing the skills of literary analysis, considering features such as
narrative technique, symbolism, rhyme and rhythm, layout and illustrations, etc.;
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Unit 2: Revisionist Fairy Tales
Robert Munsch, &
Emma Donoghue, “The Tale of the Handkerchief” (available in the Learner Resources
folder on our OWL course site)
Read the following stories from ki
“The Company of Wolves” — Angela Carter
“When the Clock Strikes” — Tanith Lee
Unit 3: Natalie Babbitt, &

Nonsense

Unit 4: Elizabeth Matterson, comp. B (OR, read the nursery rhymes here:
http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/nursery-rhyme-words)
Dennis Lee, i

Unit 5: Edward Lear, Hii
Read the following poems and stories:
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How to Proceed :

Click on the Getting Started tab on the left-hand menu bar on our OWL course site, which
explains how to navigate through the course. Always read the texts assigned for each unit
before reading the lecture notes.

Quizzes:

By the end of every even-numbered unit, you will be required to complete a quiz containing ten
multiple-choice questions testing your knowledge of the texts covered in those two units. (For
exact due dates, consult the Calendar or the Tests & Quizzes folder on our OWL site.) The
guestions will focus on content rather than interpretation; if you have read the material, you
should have no difficulty answering the questions. You may keep your books handy and consult
them freely, but you will be limited to ten minutes to complete each quiz.

Your final Quizzes mark will be the average of your 10 best quizzes (there are 12 quizzes total).
Quiz deadlines cannot be extended for individual students for any reason. Because only your
top ten quiz marks count towards your grade, you can skip two quizzes due to illness or other
unavoidable circumstances. If illness requires you to miss more than two quizzes, you must
contact your academic counsellor in the dean’s office of your home faculty for accommodation.

Forum Discussions and the Participation Grade:

Your participation mark will be the average of two marks assigned, one at the end of Unit 12
and the other at the end of Unit 24. For full credit, you must post 10 substantial posts in each
term (Fall and Winter). What constitutes a substantial post is explained in the grading criteria for
discussion postings in the Learner Resources folder. Discussion questions are posted at the
end of the lecture notes for each unit as well as in the Forums. You may use these questions to
get a discussion of a text started, or you can raise hew questions or issues about the text.

I will be locking the discussion threads for each week so that the discussion stays on track. For
example, the discussion forum for Unit 1, which corresponds to the first full week of classes, will
be locked on Monday, Sept. 19 at 8:00 am EDT . I will lock the next week’s discussion on the

following Monday, and so forth. Forum deadlines cannot be extended for individual students for

any reason.

Self Tests:

At the end of the course notes for each unit, you will find several self-testing questions. These
guestions are designed to test your comprehension of the assigned reading and your grasp of
the lecture material. If you have read the material, you should have no difficulty answering the
guestions. You may consult your books freely, of course, as these self-tests are for your own
benefit.

Final Exam :

The final exam for this course will have an open-book “take-home” format. The exam questions
will be posted on OWL 24 hours prior to the start of the scheduled exam time slot, and students
must upload their answers to OWL prior to the end of that scheduled time slot.
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Contacti ng your instructor

Email:

I am happy to communicate with students by e-mail. Please allow 24 hours for a response on
weekdays and 48 hours on weekends. Students must use their UWO email and check it
regularly for messages pertinent to the course. Messages sent from email providers such as
yahoo, gmail or hotmail will not be answered, so please use your UWO email account for
messages to your instructor. In addition, please ensure that your emails conform to the
rudimentary standards of university discourse: emails should use correct grammar, complete
sentences, and a professional tone. Rude or harassing emails, or emails from students
requesting information readily available on the course outline, will not be answered.

Telephone or Zoom calls:

Students wanting to engage in an extended conversation about the course work—discussions
or questions about lecture material, essay or exam expectations or results, course readings,
etc.—may e-mail me to set up a time that is convenient for both of us to have a telephone or
Zoom conversation.

Assignments :

Assignments must be submitted online through OWL. Go to the Assignments tab and click on
the appropriate assignment to see the instructions/essay topics and to attach your assignments.
Your papers will automatically be uploaded to Turnitin simultaneously. Check to ensure your
paper has uploaded properly. It is your responsibility to ensure its delivery. Assignments will not
be accepted by e-mail.

Page Layout and Citation Style
Your essays must follow MLA style in both page layout and citation style. Here is some basic
information:

1) Inthe top left-hand corner of the first page, put your name, the name of your professor,
the name of the course, and the date.

2) Number your pages in the top right-hand corner.

3) Double space.

4) If you use a snappy, attention-grabbing title, follow it up with an informative subtitle that
indicates your topic and the works you will be discussing (e.g. Touching Pitch: Moral
Ambiguity in R. L. Stevenson’s #

5) Titles of novels and other long works should be & . Titles of poems and short
stories should be in “quotation marks.”

6) Introduce quotations in your own words, identifying the speaker and context: i.e.
Bettelheim argues that “The fairy tale ... confronts the child squarely with the basic
human predicaments” (311). Use ellipses to indicate where you have omitted material.

7) If the quotation is longer than four lines, do not use quotation marks; instead, indent the
passage ten spaces from the left and continue to double space.

8) For short quotations, indicate the page number(s) in parentheses after the quotation
marks and before the end punctuation. For long, indented quotations, place the
parentheses after the end punctuation. Do not use abbreviations such as p. or pp. or
include the author’'s name if the identity of the author is clear from the context.

9) List all the works you have referred to in a Works Cited list at the end of your paper.

There is a useful online guide to MLA style at the following address: https://style.mla.org/mla-
format/. Should you need more detailed information, the comprehensive K
R is available at Western Libraries.
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Late Penalty and Extensions:

Late assignments will be penalized 2% per day, including weekends, unless the student has
received an extension. Students must ask for extensions well in advance of the due date and
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Students with Disabili ties
Students with disa
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