
 
Department of English & Writing Studies 

1 
 

Children’s Literature  
English 2033E (001)  
Fall/Winter 2022-23 

 
Instructor : Dr. Gabrielle Ceraldi 
UC 4431 
: English 2730F/G (King’s)  
 
Learning Objectives:  
By the end of the course, the successful student will be able to: 

�x Place individual texts in their context within the historical development of children’s literature; 
�x Recognize and understa
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General Information:  
1. All written assignments should be double-spaced and should use a standard font such as 

12-pt Times Roman. Please follow MLA format (see attached guidelines). Essays must be 
uploaded as documents to the Assignments tool. Email is not an accepted method of 
submission. To count as on time, an essay must be uploaded to the OWL by 11:55 pm on 
the due date. One percent per day (including weekends) will be deducted from late essays. 
No paper will be accepted beyond three weeks after the due date.  

2. Requests for extensions will be handled according to the practices recommended by the 
university; these may evolve based on the COVID-19 pandemic, and if any changes do 
occur, I will post an announcement on the OWL. Currently, students can obtain academic 
consideration by submitting appropriate documentation to the academic counsellor in their 
home faculty (see page 7 of this syllabus for more details). Please email me only after you 
have contacted academic counselling.  

3. Regular attendance at lectures is essential. If you have to miss a class for reasons of emergency 
or illness, you should inform me by email; if you need to miss more than a week of classes, you 
should contact your academic counsellor to arrange for academic consideration to avoid penalty.  

4. The Attendance and Participation grade will reflect not only your physical presence in class but 
also your active involvement, which can take the form of spoken contributions to class discussion 
or posts added to the Forum on the OWL. The highest marks in this category will be achieved by 
those who participate every week, either in person or online (or a combination of the two). 
 

5. All grades, once assigned and/or posted, are final. While formal appeal processes do exist 
in the Department of English and Writing Studies, grades will not be changed after the fact in 
response to emailed requests and/or GPA requirements, nor will the weighting of All grades, 
once assigned and/or posted, are final.  

 
 
Attendance 
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Accommodation Policies 
Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides 
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and 
cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: Academic Accommodation for 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academicNr>eS4cies/appeals
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Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.
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Traditional Fairy Tales  
“The Story of Grandmother,” Paul Delarue 
“Little Red Riding Hood,” Charles Perrault 
“Little Red Cap,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“Sun, Moon, and Talia,” Giambattista Basile 
“The Sleeping Beauty in the Wood,” Charles Perrault 
“Brier Rose,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“Cinderella: Or the Glass Slipper,” Charles Perrault 
“Ashputtle,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm  
“Hansel and Gretel,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“Snow White,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“Rapunzel,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“Jack and the Beanstalk,” Joseph Jacobs 
“Beauty and the Beast,” Madame Leprince de Beaumont 
“The Frog King,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“The Brave Little Tailor,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“Molly Whuppie,” Joseph Jacobs 
“Puss in Boots,” Charles Perrault 
“Bluebeard,” Charles Perrault 
“Rumpelstiltskin,” Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
“The Goos
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Timetable 

Sept. 8   Introduction to the Course 
   Fairy Tales  
Sept. 13-15  Traditional Fairy Tales, Folk and Fairy Tales (see list on p. 4)  
Sept. 20-22  Robert Munsch, The Paper Bag Princess  
   Revisionist Fairy Tales, Folk and Fairy Tales (see list on p. 4) 
   Moralistic Literature 
Sept. 27-29  Louisa May Alcott, Little Women 
Oct. 4   Cautionary Tales (coursepack) 
   Nonsense Literature  
Oct. 4-6  Nursery Rhymes (coursepack); Dennis Lee, Alligator Pie 
Oct. 11-13  Edward Lear, Nonsense Poems and Stories (coursepack) 
Oct. 18-20  Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the  
    Looking Glass 
Oct. 25-27  George MacDonald, The Princess and the Goblin 
   Essay #1 Due Oct. 27 
Oct. 31-Nov. 4  FALL READING WEEK (no class) 
   Girls and Boys  
Nov. 8-10  Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden 
   Essay #1 Due Oct. 29  
Nov. 15-17  John Boyne, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
Nov. 22  film: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas (discussion due Nov. 29) 
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Grading Rubric:  
Thesis Excellent 

 
Good 
 
Satisfactory 
 
Poor 
Inadequate 

Forceful, fresh and challenging 
 
Clear development of a specific thesis 
 
Reasonably clear thesis 
 
Unclear, overgeneral 

Argument (ideas) Excellent 
 
Good 
 
Satisfactory 
 
Poor 
Inadequate 

Original, analytical, persuasive, depth of 
insight 
Analytical, persuasive, with some 
originality and depth 
More descriptive than analytical, not 
fully persuasive 
Plot summary or lengthy paraphrase, 
general observations 

Organization Excellent 
 
Good 
 
Satisfactory 
 
Poor 
Inadequate 

Paragraphs focus on clearly articulated, 
meaningful topics 
Paragraphs support thesis adequately 
 
Most paragraphs support thesis; some 
problems with coherent paragraphing 
 
Significant problems with paragraphing 

Use of Sources 
(quotations) 

Excellent 
 
Good 
 
Satisfactory 
 
Poor 
Inadequate 

Detailed engagement with text, 
seamless integration, proper 
documentation 
Adequately detailed reference to text, 
proper documentation 
Effort to support points with reference to 
text and proper documentation 
Overgeneralization with inadequate 
support, little effort at documentation 
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