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Reading Popular Culture 
I’m Right and You’re an Idiot:  Polarization and the Contemporary Culture Wars1 

English 2017 (001) 
Fall/Winter 2022-23 

 
Instructor: Dr. Jason Sandhar 
jason.sandhar@uwo.ca 
 
TAs: Fatme Abdallah 

Course Location: Social Science Centre 3028 
 

Course Day/Time: Mondays 6:30-9:30 pm

fabdal4@uwo.ca 
Panteleimon Tsiokos 
ptsiokos@uwo.ca 

 
 
Course Description 
If popular opinion has anything to say about it, we are living in an age of polarization, 
misinformation, and outrage. Strangers abuse one another on Twitter; “news” websites like 
Infowars, Breitbart, and Rebel peddle racist conspiracy theories about migrants and refugees; 
self-appointed gatekeepers of the political left condemn those who disagree with them as racist, 
classist, or misogynistic. This course considers how the culture industry (mass communication 
in the form of news, streaming  figure into the contemporary 

culture wars? Do Twitter and TikTok help or hinder public debate? Have we lost the capacity to 
respect, or even hear,
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Readings not available in the bookstore will be posted to OWL: http://owl.uwo.ca. For reasons of 
copyright and intellectual property, lecture materials and PowerPoints will not be posted (for 
more information, please see “Intellectual Property/Copyright” on the following page).  
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recording, photographing, or sharing lectures (online or in-person) and lecture material without 
permission. Posting the instructor’s content from this course to online course sharing sites like 
OneClass or Course Hero without permission is both an infringement of intellectual property law 
and a violation of academic integrity guidelines. The instructor will pass these cases on to the 
Western University Ombudsperson or their Department Chair as appropriate. 
 
 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
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system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of Undergraduate Studies. Proven cases 
of plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the assignment. Subsequent offences will result in 
failure for the course.  
 
 
Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Academic Support & Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
 
Proposed Timetable (subject to change) 
 
Course Introduction 
Week 1 No readings assigned 
Consumption 
Week 2 Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer. “The Culture Industry”  

Lipsitz. “Popular Culture: This Ain’t No Sideshow”  
Week 3 Carol Adams, “The Sexual Politics of Meat” (OWL) 

Daniel Welsh, “Lady Gaga’s Meat Dress Turns 10” (OWL) 
Race  
Week 4 Stuart Hall: “The Work of Representation” 

Ella Shohat and Robert Stam, “Stereotype, Realism, and the Struggle over  
Representation” 

Week 5 In-class screening: Get Out 
Short essay due 

Week 6 David Gilotta, “‘Man, I Told You Not to Go in that House’: The Humor and  
Horror of Jordan Peele’s Get Out” (OWL) 
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