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Methods of Evaluation 
Close Reading (750 words, due Jan. 31)    20% 
Essay (1500 words, due Mar. 16)     30% 
Film Discussion (300 words, due Mar. 21)    10% 
Attendance and Participation      10% 
Final Exam        30% 
 
Please note: The Department of English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All 
undergraduate grade reports will be available online from the Office of the Registrar. 
 
Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the 
department website at https://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html. 
 
 
General Information 
1. All written assignments should be double-spaced and should use a standard font such as 

12-pt Times Roman. Please follow MLA format (see attached guidelines). Essays must be 
uploaded as documents to the Assignments tool. Email is not an accepted method of 
submission. To count as on time, an essay must be uploaded to the OWL by 11:55 pm on 
the due date. One percent per day (including weekends) will be deducted from late essays. 
No paper will be accepted beyond three weeks after the due date or after the last day of 
classes (Apr. 1).  

2. Requests for extensions will be handled according to the practices recommended by the 
university; these may evolve based on the COVID-19 pandemic, and if any changes do 
occur, I will post an announcement on the OWL. Currently, students can obtain academic 
consideration by either (a) submitting a Self-Reported Absence or (b) submitting appropriate 
documentation to the academic counsellor in their home faculty (see page 6 of this syllabus 
for more details). Please email me only after you have completed one of these two steps. 
(You should note that the essay due Dec. 1 is not eligible for a self-reported absence as it is 
worth more than 30% of the final grade.) 

3. Regular attendance at lectures is essential. If you have to miss a class for reasons of emergency 
or illness, you should inform me by email; if you need to miss more than a week of classes, you 
should contact your academic counsellor to arrange for academic consideration to avoid penalty.  

4. The Attendance and Participation grade will reflect not only your physical presence in class but 
also your active involvement, which can take the form of spoken contributions to class discussion 
or posts added to the Forum on the OWL. The highest marks in this category will be achieved by 
those who participate every week, either in person or online (or a combination of the two). 

5. All grades, once assigned and/or posted, are final. While formal appeal processes do exist 
in the Department of English and Writing Studies, grades will not be changed after the fact in 
response to emailed requests and/or GPA requirements, nor will the weighting of 
assignments be altered for individual students. 

 
 
Attendance 
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For Western University policy on 
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Grading Rubric 
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Surname 1 

Your Name 

Name of T.A./House 

English 2092G 

11 February 2020  

Wit and Wizardry 

The Armchair Detective in Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Purloined Letter” and  

J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

If you have a snappy, attention-grabbing title, follow it with an informative sub-

title that indicates your topic as well as the works you will be discussing. Titles of books 

should be italicized. Titles of articles and short stories should be put in “Quotation 

Marks.” Introduce quotations in your own words, identifying the speaker and context: 

EXAMPLE: As Hermione points out, “A lot of the greatest wizards haven’t got an ounce 

of logic” (207). Use ellipses to indicate where you have omitted words d words 




