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Reading Schedule 
If you are taking this course during the Fall/Winter term, then you should complete one unit for 
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Unit 8:  Beatrix Potter, The Tale of Peter Rabbit 
 Read Jackie F. Eastman, “Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit: A Small 
Masterpiece” (coursepack) 
Unit 9:  J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan 
Realism 
Unit 10:  E. Nesbit, The Story of the Treasure Seekers 
Unit 11:  John Boyne, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
Unit 12:  Louise Fitzhugh, Harriet the Spy 
 Read Lissa Paul, “Feminist Writer as Heroine in Harriet the Spy” (coursepack) 
The Domestic Novel 
Unit 13:  Louisa May Alcott, Little Women  
Unit 14:  L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 
 Read the following articles from the coursepack:  Perry Nodelman, “Progressive Utopia, 
or How to Grow Up without Growing Up”; Susan Drain, “Community and the Individual in Anne 
of Green Gables The Meaning of Belonging”; Eve Kornfeld and Susan Jackson, “The Female 
Bildungsroman in Nineteenth-Century Am 0D toe Uy Uo
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week will be locked shortly after that week ends.  
 
Additional optional readings can be found at the end of each unit. For each unit, I have provided 
a link to a relevant article or website that provides additional information about the author and/or 
text. Many of these articles contain controversial ideas; if you’d like to respond to or discuss 
these articles (or other issues arising from your reading), you can use the “Comment” button at 
the bottom of each learning module. 
 
Marks for Forum Participation: 
Your Forum Posts mark will be the average of two marks assigned, one at the end of Unit 12 
and the other at the end of Unit 24. For full credit, you must post a total of 10 substantial posts 
(spread out over 10 different units) in each half of the course. A substantial post is one in which 
you discuss something specific about the text at hand, using at least one quotation from the text 
and commenting on its significance. There is no penalty for contributing less substantial posts 
(such as expressions of agreement with another student or general reflections about childhood 
and/or children’s literature), but these posts do not count towards your grade.  
 
Quizzes: 
By the end of every even-numbered unit, you will be required to complete a quiz containing ten 
multiple-choice questions testing your knowledge of the texts covered in those two units. (For 
exact due dates, consult the Schedule document or the welcome message on the Course 
Information forum.) The questions will focus on content rather than interpretation; if you have 
read the material, you should have no difficulty answering the questions. You may keep your 
books handy and consult them freely, but you will be limited to ten minutes to complete the quiz. 
Your mark will be based on your best 10 quizzes (out of a total of 12); this is designed to 
address any situations that may arise where you are unable to complete a quiz due to illness or 
other circumstances, as the OWL does not allow me to extend the deadline for individual 
students. If an illness prevents you from completing several quizzes (3 or more), you should 
seek academic consideration through your home faculty. 
 
Citing Sources: 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take 
an idea or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major offense (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic 
Calendar). Any student who commits this or any other act of academic dishonesty will receive a 
grade of zero and a note will be placed on his or her academic record. 
Here are some steps to follow to avoid plagiarism 

1) Do as much work as possible before beginning your secondary research – read the 
novel(s), think of a thesis statement, sketch out your argument. Write down your own 
ideas before reading any criticism. 

2) Develop a note-taking style that clearly indicates what ideas are your own and what 
ideas are taken from another source. You can use different coloured pens, cue cards, or 
any other method that helps you distinguish your own ideas from those of other critics. 

3) Feel free to disagree with any critic you are reading – don’t simply regurgitate somebody 
else’s argument.
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4) When you are incorporating someone else’s ideas into your essay, acknowledge them 
within the essay itself using 

a. quotations marks (whenever you have even part of a sentence that’s the same 
as the original) 

b. introductory tag phrases – i.e.  According to John Smith… 
       As Smith points out… 
       Smith observes that… 

c. a reference in parentheses that indicates the source of the idea (often just the 
page number, if you’ve already used a tag phrase) 
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For Western University policy 
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