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Beyond Apocalypse: Indigenous Speculative Storytelling
English 4771F, Fall 2020
Department of English and Writing Studies
University of Western Ontario

Contact Information:

Instructor: Dr. Pauline Wakeham
Office: Room 4413 University College
Email: pwakeham@uwo.ca
Telephone: (519) 661-2111 x. 85815

Class Meetings: Wednesdays from 1:30 T 4:30 p.m.
Class Location: UCC 56

Delivery Type: This course is currently scheduled to take place in person and on campus. In the
event of concerns regarding COVID-19 transmission and/or a COVID-19 resurgence during the
course, either at the discretion of the Instructor, Western University, or public health officials,
the course delivery will move away from face-to-face interaction and course content will be
delivered online in a synchronous seminar format during the regularly scheduled class time. Any
remaining assessments will also be conducted online as determined by the course Instructor.

Office Hours: Due to physical distancing restrictions, all office hours will be held by
appointment via Zoom.

Prerequisite(s): 1.0 from English 3000-3999 or permission of the Department.

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the
event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Course Description:

Global citizens are currently living in the midst of what, a few short months ago, might have
seemed to many like a dystopian future. And, yet, while this crisis is felt by all, the severity of
struggle is not experienced evenly across the world or even within the same nation: geopolitics,
economics, class, ability, and firaceo shape who is rendered particularly vulnerable and exposed
to harm.
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- All other readings are available either online at the URLs provided in this syllabus or via the
course OWL site.

Assignments
- Two 3-4-page response papers [12.5% each for a total of 25% of final grade]
- One 20-minute seminar presentation [30
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submit a written response paper must be different from the weeks that students submit a

discussion question.
- Response papers should be submitted via email (as Microsoft Word or RTF attachments) to


mailto:pwakeham@uwo.ca
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- All assignments may be submitted electronically to the professor via email to
pwakeham@uwo.ca.

- All bibliographic notation should follow the MLA method of parenthetical citation and essays
should be accompanied with a Works Cited page.

Accommodation Policies

Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and
cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: Academic Accommodation
for Students with Disabilities.

Academic Consideration for Student Absence

Students will have up to two (2) opportunities during the regular academic year to use an on-
line portal to self-report an absence during the term, provided the following conditions are
met: the absence is no more than 48 hours in duration, and the assessment for which
consideration is being sought is worth 30% or less of the studentos final grade. Students are
expected to contact their instructors within 24 hours of the end of the period of the self-
reported absence. Students are not able to use the self-reporting option in the following
circumstances:

f for exams scheduled by the Office of the Registrar (e.g., December and April exams)
I absence of a duration greater than 48 hours,

f assessments worth more than 30% of the studentds final grade,

I if astudent has already used the self-reporting portal twice during the academic year

If the conditions for a Self-Reported Absence are not met, students will need to provide a
Student Medical Certificate, if the absence is medical, or provide appropriate documentation
if there are compassionate grounds for the absence in question. Students are encouraged to
contact their Faculty academic counselling office to obtain more information about the
relevant documentation.

Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive documentation
directly from a student, whether in support of an application for consideration on medical
grounds, or for other reasons. All documentation required for absences that are not covered
by the Self-Reported Absence Policy must be submitted to the Academic


/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absences.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absences.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf



https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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September 16: Indigenous Literatures: The Ethics and Politics of Engagement

Hilistis Pauline Waterfall, fiFor First Nations, These are Precedented Timeso (available here:
https://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2020/05/22/First-Nations-Precendented-Times/)

Daniel Heath Justice, filntroduction: Stories That Wound, Stories That Healo and fiChapter 3:
How Do We Become Good Ancestors?0 (pp. 113-16 and 139-156)

M@tis in Space Podcast, Season 1, Episode 5, fiMontreal ComicCon Specialo (available here:
http://www.metisinspace.com/episodes/2016/4/2/mtis-in-space-ep5-montreal-comiccon-special)
Supplementary: Greg Younging, iChapter 6: Terminologyo

September 23: Indigenous Speculative Storytelling: Decolonizing Genre, Re-Claiming
History


https://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2020/05/22/First-Nations-Precendented-Times/
http://www.metisinspace.com/episodes/2016/4/2/mtis-in-space-ep5-montreal-comiccon-special
https://www.sonnyassu.com/pages/interventions-on-the-imaginary
http://strangehorizons.com/non-fiction/articles/decolonizing-science-fiction-and-imagining-futures-an-indigenous-futurisms-roundtable/
http://strangehorizons.com/non-fiction/articles/decolonizing-science-fiction-and-imagining-futures-an-indigenous-futurisms-roundtable/
http://strangehorizons.com/non-fiction/articles/decolonizing-science-fiction-and-imagining-futures-an-indigenous-futurisms-roundtable/
http://www.skawennati.com/SheFallsForAges/
http://www.trc.ca/assets/pdf/Honouring_the_Truth_Reconciling_for_the_Future_July_23_2015.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/assets/pdf/Honouring_the_Truth_Reconciling_for_the_Future_July_23_2015.pdf
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044536950605163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=title,contains,rhymes%20for%20young%20ghouls,AND&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044536950605163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=title,contains,rhymes%20for%20young%20ghouls,AND&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044536950605163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=title,contains,rhymes%20for%20young%20ghouls,AND&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044536950605163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=title,contains,rhymes%20for%20young%20ghouls,AND&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044536950605163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=title,contains,rhymes%20for%20young%20ghouls,AND&mode=advanced&offset=0
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UNIT 2: LIFE BEYOND APOCALYPSE

October 14: Beyond Apocalypse: From “Survivance” to “Resurgence”
Cherie Dimaline,


https://www.ucalgary.ca/news/indigenous-storytelling-brings-important-perspectives-pandemic-dialogue
https://www.ucalgary.ca/news/indigenous-storytelling-brings-important-perspectives-pandemic-dialogue
https://www.cost-ofliving.net/regarding-the-infection-of-others-pandemics-and-colonial-indifference/
https://www.cost-ofliving.net/regarding-the-infection-of-others-pandemics-and-colonial-indifference/
https://www.cmu.edu/cas/events/social-distancing/vowel-lodge-within-her-mind.html
https://www.fantasy-magazine.com/new/new-fiction/blacktheir-regalia/
https://www.fantasy-magazine.com/new/new-fiction/blacktheir-regalia/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2020/06/19/can-we-achieve-climate-action-and-reconciliation-in-a-post-covid-world/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2020/06/19/can-we-achieve-climate-action-and-reconciliation-in-a-post-covid-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7f4Jm0y_iLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAeq-oJXZNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAeq-oJXZNw
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November 25: Sexualities and Solidarities: Indigenous LGBTQ2S Speculative Fiction
Niigaan Sinclair, fiReturning to Ourselves: Two Spirit Futures and the Nowo

Qwo-Li Driskill et. al., from fAillntroductiono to Queer Indigenous Studies: Critical Interventions
in Theory, Politics, and Literatureo

David A. Robertson, fiPerfectly Youo

Cherie Dimaline, fiLegends are Made, Not Borno

Darcie Little Badger, iNE GE!0

December 2: Black and Indigenous Solidarities

Leanne Simpson, iConstellations of Co-Resistanceo

Karyn Recollet, iSteel Trees, Fish Skins, and Futurity Cypherso

Dionne Brand, fiOn narrative, reckoning and the calculus of living and dyingo (available here:
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books/2020/07/04/dionne-brand-on-narrative-reckoning-
and-the-calculus-of-living-and-dying.html

Alondra Nelson, fiFuture Textso

10


https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books/2020/07/04/dionne-brand-on-narrative-reckoning-and-the-calculus-of-living-and-dying.html
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books/2020/07/04/dionne-brand-on-narrative-reckoning-and-the-calculus-of-living-and-dying.html

