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Objectives: 
By the end of the course, successful students will be able to: 

• Identify tradtional discourses of Renaissance desire, including Petrarchism and Neoplatonism 
• Analyse generic, formal, and discursive methods of expressing desire 
• Examine the development of non-normative expressions of desire 
• Engage with theoretical and critical examinations of gender, desire, and sexuality  
• Engage critically and creatively with Renaissance literature 
• Develop effective arguments through a combination of close reading and independent research 
• Evaluate, critique, and integrate secondary criticism  
• Discover connections between the past and present  

 
 

Required Course Materials 
Available through the Western Bookstore as print copies. The Bookstore will ship book orders. 
 
Broadview Coursepack bundled with Elizabeth Cary, The Tragedy of Mariam 
 
Plus selected readings (to come) available through OWL. I encourage you to print out this 
material for easy access during discussions. 
 
 
Methods of Evaluation 
The grade for the course will be arrived at as follows: 
To come 
 
Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the 
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html. 
 
 
Academic Consideration for Missed Work 
Students who are temporarily unable to meet academic requirements (e.g. attending lectures or 
labs, writing tests or midterm exams, completing and submitting assignments, participating in 
presentations) may submit a self-reported absence form online (available on your Student 
Center) provided that the absence is 48 hours or less and the other conditions specified in the 
Senate policy are met. Students can self-report only two absences per academic year. See 
policy here: 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_abse
nces.pdf. 
 
Students whose absences are expected to last longer than 48 hours, or where the other conditions 
detailed in the policy are not met (e.g., work is worth more than 30% of the final grade, the student 
has already used 2 self-reported absences, the absence is during the final exam period), may receive 
academic consideration by submitting a Student Medical Certificate (for illness) or other appropriate 
documentation (for compassionate grounds) to Academic Counselling. Academic accommodation 
cannot be granted by the instructor or department. The Student Medical Certificate is available online 
at https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.
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All students pursuing academic consideration, regardless of type, must contact their instructors 
no less than 24 hours following the end of the period of absence to clarify how they will be 
expected to fulfill the academic responsibilities missed during their absence. Students are 


