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Sample MLA Format($
$
$
$

Surname 1 

Your Name 

Name of T.A./House 

English 2092G 

11 February 2020  

Wit and Wizardry 

The Armchair Detective in Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Purloined Letter” and  

J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

If you have a snappy, attention-grabbing title, follow it with an informative sub-

title that indicates your topic as well as the works you will be discussing. Titles of books 

should be italicized. Titles of articles and short stories should be put in “Quotation 

Marks.” Introduce quotations in your own words, identifying the speaker and context: 

EXAMPLE: As Hermione points out, “A lot of the greatest wizards haven’t got an ounce 

of logic” (207). Use ellipses to indicate where you have omitted words from the 

quotation, and put any changes in brackets: EXAMPLE: Draco opposes the admission of 

Muggle-borns to Hogwarts: “I really don’t think they should let [Muggle-borns] in, do 

you? … I think they should keep it in the old wizarding families” (61). 

If the quotation is longer than four lines, do not use quotations marks; instead, 

indent the passage five spaces (one tab) from the left and continue to double space.  

EXAMPLE: Harry sees his family for the first time in the Mirror of Erised: 

They just looked at him, smiling. And slowly, Harry looked into the faces of the 

other people in the mirror and saw other pairs of green eyes like his, other noses 

like his, even a little old man who looked as though he had Harry’s knobbly knees 

– Harry was looking at his family, for the first time in his life. (153) 

At the end of the essay, list all the works 
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E.>/C"-#/$
@/=C+$c($ TDC*7153C.7D$
The Actively Detecting Reader 
@/=C+$':L'A($ Z12"*$N##"D$Y7/L$oEF/$Y5*#7.D/1$b/CC/*q$[7D$U?b]$
$ $ N*CF5*$07D"D$)7G#/L$oN$@3"D1"#$.D$R7F/>."q$[7D$U?b]$
$ $ oEF/$?.S"*1$"D1$CF/$h7==.D2$Y7Cq$[H*7>$C,)%C".)/%'6%@))+.)%(,)%@"#+]$
$ $ !"##$%&'(()#%"*+%(,)%&,-.'/'0,)#1/%2('*)$
Uncovering the Past: The Gothic 
@/=C+$%&L%%($ Z#.S"-/CF$,"BK/##L$oEF/$U#1$_5*B/JB$@C7*Gq$[7D$U?b]$
$ $ !"##$%&'(()#%"*+%(,)%3,"45)#%'6%2)7#)(/%
@/=C+$%\L%e($ !"##$%&'(()#%"*+%(,)%&#-/'*)#%'6%89:"5"*$
$ $ Close Reading Assignment Due (Oct. 4) 
Nazis and Death Eaters 
U3C+$9Lf($ ;"*K5B$X5B"KL$C,)%@'':%C,-)6$
U3C+$''($$ EhN_W@,TdT_,$)Ng$[D7$3#"BB]$
U3C+$':($ C,)%@'':%C,-)6P$?*.C.D2$07>="*"C.I/$ZBB"GB$
U3C+$'cL%&($ !"##$%&'(()#%"*+%(,)%;'5.)(%'6%<-#)%
Dystopia 
U3C+$%AL%\($ ,/7*2/$U*6/##L$D-*)())*%E-F,($?<'G#$
_7I+$'L:($ !Nbb$QZN)T_,$?ZZW$[D7$3#"BB/B]$
_7I+$cL'&($ !"##$%&'(()#%"*+%(,)%=#+)#%'6%(,)%&,')*->$ $
The Art of Interpretation: Stories, Fairy Tales, Allegories 
_7I+$'AL'\($ !"##$%&'(()#%"*+%(,)%!".6?@.''+%&#-*7)$
_7I+$%%L%9($ H.#>$I./6.D2$
$ $ Essay Due (Nov. 24) 
_7I+$%eL)/3+$'Lf($ $
$ $ ,/7HH*/G$0F"53/*L$oEF/$Y"*17D/*JB$E"#/q$[7D$U?b]$
$ $ oEF/$E"#/$7H$CF/$EF*//$R*7CF/*Bq$[H*7>$C,)%C".)/%'6%@))+.)%(,)%@"#+H$
$ $ !"##$%&'(()#%"*+%(,)%A)"(,.$%!"..'B/$
$ $ Film Discussion Due (Dec. 1) 
)/3+$c($$ Q/I./6$
$


