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Course Description 
The science fiction course explores a selection of science fiction short stories and novels by 
focusing on the author’s imaginative recreation of the human world. The course focuses upon 
critical science fiction themes such as the creation of artificial intelligence, the reconstruction of 
a conventional social and political order, the breakdown of traditional gender definitions, alien 
encounters, and explorations of otherness. 
 
 
Course Materials 
* Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein. 
* Wells, H.G. The Time Machine.  
* --. The War of the Worlds. 
* Miller, Walter M. A Canticle for Lebowitz. 
* Le Guin, Ursula. The Left Hand of Darkness. 
* Haldeman, Joe. Forever Peace. 
* Gibson, William. Neuromancer. 
* Piercy, Marge. He, She and It. 
* Le Guin, Ursula and Attebery, Brian, eds. The Norton Book of Science Fiction. 
 
A course pack that includes the short stories form the Norton Anthology should be available 
soon. I will send the link when it becomes available. 
 
Reading and working with these specific editions is preferred, especially for essays and in 
discussing the texts. If you already have some or all of the texts in different editions, then inform 
me what edition you will be using on your essays.  
 
During the course, you are expected to read the relevant sections of the course package in 
combination with the texts. The package provides important background information on and 
interpretations of the texts in order to guide you through the readings. 
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WEEK 5— Utopian / Dystopian stories and begin A Canticle For Leibowitz.  
 
WEEK 6— A Canticle for Leibowitz. 
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Plagiarism Checking: 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the 
system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
 
Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. 
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