
Course Syllabus

English 1010G - This University M.J. Toswell

Learn about Western, its story, its architecture, academic calendar, governance, codes of
conduct, research; and learn about universities, their origins in the Middle Ages, their
development and current campus issues. Read a short story by Western’s own Nobel
prizewinner Alice Munro, and think about universities in the world today.
Taught in a flexible hybrid format, 0.5 course
Winter 2020 1010G / 650 

What, exactly, is a university?  A Canadian university?  Western?  What purposes does
it serve in society?  When did they start, and how are they changing today?  

In this course we will think about these issues, and on a more pragmatic level we’ll learn the
basics about Western and its physical structures, its government and its particular concerns. 
The course is a blended one, with two required units, and five of the other available
units.  

Students do not have to do the introductory unit first, though it would make sense, and all
of the units will be open so that students can look through each one and decide which to do
and when.  The one requirement will be that students complete at least two units in
January, two units in February, three units in March, anonce, on Thursday 12 March

at 5-6:30 p.m..  The president, Alan Shepard, has asked to give a lecture in this course
on "The Future of the University."  You may see this advertised as a separate event, but
seats will be reserved front and centre for you, as this course is the reason the president has�eneral, will change in the future.

The first required in-class unit is the introductory one, followed by an introductory
paper.  I am scheduling three of these introductory classes at this point.  Please sign up for
one of them; if you cannot, please send me an email that enumerates your classes so that I
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