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Required Course Material (all texts available in Western Bookstore): 
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3. Midterm Paper (750 words) due October 25: The midterm essay will be a response to an assigned 
topic (to be circulated later). 
 
4. Research Paper (due December 6): The research essay will demonstrate interpretation skills honed 
over t
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Statement on Plagiarism  
(See 2014 Western Calendar, pp. 19-21) Plagiarism (the unacknowledged use of another person's 
work) is one of the most serious academic offences, since it involves fraud and misrepresentation. In 
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Formatting: MLA is the required style of writing for all assignments produced for this course. If your 
faculty/school of registration uses a different style guide, and you would prefer to use it, please make 
arrangements with the course instructor prior to submitting an assignment. Please refer to the 
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Schedule of Classes 

 
Sept 6: “Declaration of Independence”  
 
Sept 11, 13: Jefferson: selection from Notes on the State of Virginia; Phyllis Wheatley: “On Being 
Brought from Africa to America,” “On the Death of the Rev. George Whitfield,” “To His Excellency 
General Washington”; Booker T. Washington: selection from Up From Slavery;  
 
Sept 18, 20: W.E.B. DuBois: The Souls of Black Folk: Forethought, Chapters 1, 2, 3, 7 
 
Sept 25, 27: W.E.B. DuBois: The Souls of Black Folk: Chapters 10, 11, 13, 14 
 
Oct 2, 4: Paul Laurence Dunbar: “An Ante-



 
 

 7 

 
Dec 4, 6: Ta-Nehisi Coates: Between the World and Me; Film Screening: I Am Not Your Negro, 
Jay Z: “My President is Black” (2008), “The Story of O.J.” (2017); Kendrick Lamar: “King Kunta” (2015), 
Kendrick Lamar: “Grammy Performance 2018”; Childish Gambino: “This is America” (2018) Research 
Paper Due December 6 


