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The Storyteller's Art II: Topics in Narrative
English 1028G (001)

Winter 2019
Instructor: Dr. Gabrielle Ceraldi Office Hours: Tues./Thurs. | 1:30-2:30 pm
gceraldi@uwo.ca
University College 4431 Course Date/Time: Tuesdays and

Thursdays: 12:30-1:30 pm
Course Location: See Master Timetable

Antirequisite(s): English 1024E, English 1036E.

Prerequisite(s): Grade 12U English or permission of the Department. For part time students who
have been admitted without the OSSD, this permission will be granted as a matter of course.

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the
event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Course Description

Since the time of Jane Austen, literary excellence has been associated with realism. The
nomination lists for major literary awards are often dominated by texts characterized by realistic
settings, complex characters, and an attention to the small details that make up the fabric of
ordinary life. This cultural bias towards realism can be seen even in the Academy Awards, which
usually honour serious dramas while overlooking blockbuster fantasies like The Lord of the Rings.
Nevertheless, in recent years the cultural landscape has come to be dominated by the fantasy
genre: ranging from the Harry Potter series to the post-apocalyptic fantasy The Road, fantasy
novels have become increasingly central to the way we tell our stories, examine our politics, and
think about our future. This course will examine the dominance of realism by looking not only at
realist novels but also at texts that feature characters who are themselves authors (or artists)
struggling with the demands of realism. What are the inner motivations — and outward pressures —
that drive an author to write in the realist mode? We will also examine the appeal of fantasy by
looking at texts that foreground their reasons for rejecting the restrictions of realism.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of the course, successful students will be able to:
Recognize how the conventions of storytelling operate across a variety of genres
including short stories, the gothic novel, the realist novel, and dystopian fiction;
Identify and analyze the basic elements of literature such as plot, character, point of
view, theme, setting, imagery, diction, tone, and figures of speech;
Understand the political, religious, moral, and philosophical underpinnings of the texts on
the course;
Write an essay about a work of literature containing an effective thesis supported by
adequate evidence from the original text;
Offer independent insights, beyond those outlined in class;
Organize and present ideas clearly and effectively;
Document essays using MLA format.


http://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/timetables/mastertt/ttindex.cfm
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Course Materi
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USE OF SOURCES
Is there textual evidence to back up each claim in the paper?
Is there an attention to detail (word choice, imagery, etc.) that adds intricacy to the
argument?
Are guotations integrated smoothly and cited correctly?

STYLE
Is the writing style clear, concise, and readable, so that the focus falls on the ideas in the
paper?
Are sentenced punctuated correctly?

A+ (90-100) = Excellent (“Yes, absolutely!” in all categories)
A (80-
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Timetable
Jan. 8: Introduction
Jan. 10: Robert Browning, “Fra Lippo Lippi” (on OWL)

Gothic, Fairy


http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
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http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

