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Middle English Verse Romances. Ed. Donald B. Sands. Liverpool: Liverpool UP, 1986. 
 (MEVR) [This may not be available for a while, but you can get used copies from abe.com.] 
 
****Middle English texts can vary widely between different editions, so please obtain these 

editions**** 
 
Recommended: Hacker, Diana. 

http://academics.vmi.edu/english/audio/audio_index.html
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Translation Tests: 
You must be able to read Middle English to pass the course, and you must read it well to do well 
in the course. Translation tests will therefore be a regular part of the course. 
 
The two lowest test scores will be discarded. An excuse for a missed test must meet the same 
standards as a late paper (i.e. documentation from your dean’s office for each missed test). 
  Tests will be done at random throughout the year.  

They will be held at any time within the class time (beginning, middle or end of class). 
They will be short (6-8 lines or 15 minutes). 
They will be drawn from the readings assigned for that day. 

IF YOU MISS FIVE TESTS (UNEXCUSED) YOU WILL  
NOT BE ALLOWED TO WRITE THE EXAM. 

 
Exams: 
Exams are scheduled by the University. DO NOT MAKE TRAVEL PLANS UNTIL YOU KNOW 
YOUR EXAM SCHEDULE. 
 
Information for students: 
Departmental and university policies related to course work, grades, plagiarism, appeals, etc. 
are available on the English Department website. Please see: 
http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html 
 
Timetable: 
Read all assigned texts before class and bring the book(s) with you. We WILL be reading and 
talking about specific passages from the texts. Secondary sources are available from online 
databases through the Library. Heed the page or line numbers assigned.  
 
Thurs. Sept. 7  First day of class: Intros and wotnots  

Read: “The Complaint of Chaucer to His Purse” (given out in class) 
 
Tues.  Sept. 12 Read: Chaucer, General Prologue (CT ll. 1-100, 118-162) 
    Nolan, “A Poet Ther Was” (CT, 511-33) 

 
Thurs. Sept. 14 Read: “The Three Estates,” CS&B (153-7)  
    Gower, Vox clamantis, CS&B (192-206, 215-228, 231-3) 
    Geoffroi de Charny, CS&B (166-8, 207-9)  
    Hugh of St. Victor, CS&B (210-214) 
    
Tues. Sept. 19 Read:  Chaucer, General Prologue (ll. 285-308, 45-476, 542-566, 715-859) 
 
Thurs. Sept. 21 Read:  Boccaccio, Decameron (CT, 312-26) 
    Augustine, “Human Life as a Pilgrimage” (CT, 326-7) 
    Thorpe, “On Pilgrimage” (CT, 327-32) 
    Hoffman, “Chaucer’s Prologue to Pilgrimage” (CT, 492-502)  
 
 

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html
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Upon whose authority do we act? 
Tues.  Sept. 26 Read: Chaucer, Knight’s Tale (ll. 859-1880) 

 Ovid, Amores, CS&B (269-288) 
 Andreas Capellanus, The Treati



Disenchanted Chaucer: Authority and Literature in Medieval England - English 3315E (001) 

5 

 

Tues. Nov. 14 Read: Chaucer, The Wife of Bath’s Tale (CT, ll. 856-1264) 
 

Thurs. Nov. 16 Read: Petrarch, “The Story of Griselda,” CS&B (136-152) 
    Chaucer, Clerk’s Tale (CT, ll. 1-196) 
 
Tues.  Nov. 21 Read: Chaucer, Clerk’s Tale (CT, ll. 197-1212g) 
 
 
By what authority is the household ruled? 
Thurs. Nov. 23 Read: 
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Tues.  Jan. 30 Read: St. Erkenwald (I’ll get this to you at the beginning of term) 
 This is more difficult than anything you will have read thus far. 
 
Thurs. Feb. 1  Read: Sisk, Jennifer L. “The Uneasy Orthodoxy of St. Erkenwald.” ELH  
     74.1 (2007): 89-115. 
 
Tues. Feb. 6  Read: Three Dead Kings. Available online at:  

http://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/fein-audelay-poems-and-

carols-meditative-close#3dk 

This is more difficult than Erkenwald. Give yourself time. 
 
Thurs. Feb. 8  Read: Patience. We’ll use the edition in preparation at the Calgary  
     “Cotton Nero A.x. Project,” available at:  
     http://people.ucalgary.ca/~scriptor/cotton/projectnew.html 
 
Tues.  Feb. 13 Read: The Book of Jonah (any Bible will do) 
    Davis, Adam Brooke. “What the Poet of Patience Really Did to  
     the Book of Jonah.” Viator 22 (1991): 267-78. 
Thurs.  Feb. 15  We’ll spend some time looking at the manuscript of this text. 

Explore the “Cotton Nero A.x. Project” (the manuscript also 
has Sir Gawain and the Green Knight). 

 
Tues. Feb. 20  Reading Week 
Thurs. Feb. 22  Reading Week 
 
Tues.  Feb. 27 Read:  “The Second Shepherd’s Play” (EED, 343-363) 
    Kathleen Irace, “Mak’s Sothren Tothe: A Philological and  

:/d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/fein-audelay-poems-and-caro
:/d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/fein-audelay-poems-and-caro
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Tues.  Mar. 27 Read:  Chaucer, “Gentilesse” (DV, pp. 220-21) 
    The Tournament of Tottenham (MEVR, pp. 313-22) 
   Paper 2 due. 
 
Thurs. Mar. 29 Finish up with secular authority. 
 
 
Kind of related to authority, but mostly because it’s my favourite text: 
Tues. April 3   Read: Chaucer, Nun’s Priest’s Prologue & Tale (CT, ll. 2766-3460,  

pp. 269-85) 
    Macrobius, CS&B (44-52) 
    Geoffrey of Vinsauf, CS&B (66-8, and handout) 
 
Thurs. April 5  

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
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Plagiarism Checking: 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the 
system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of Undergraduate Studies. Proven cases 
of plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the assignment. Subsequent offences will result in 
failure for the course.  
 
 
Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

