Winter 2018] Department of English & Writing Studies, Don Wright Faculty of Music| Western University, London, Ontario

English 2091G / Music 3860B: The Creativity of Madness / The Madness of Creativity
Tuesdays 2:30 — 5:30 PM, TC203
Instructor: Dr. JOEL FAFLAK
Office: AHB 3G16 | E-mail: jfaflak@uwo.ca
Phone: (519) 661 2111 x85818
Office Hours:
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Course Outcomes and Learning Objectives


http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html
http://majorspti.com/what-is-the-pti/

Group Project: Due in class, along with class presentation, April 3 & 10.

Your final assignment will be a group project that asks you to examine different types of personalities as they relate to the process of
creative thinking as it informs the outcome of creative results and their products. This assignment invites you to be as creative as
possible in harnessing your individual and group resources and potential. The outcome can take whatever form you see fit: video,
dance, ensemble performance, website, blog, creative writing. We will provide a template for the organization, expectations, and
evaluation of the project early in the term. To ensure equitable grading, the projects will be assessed both in terms of individual and
group participation in both the process and outcome.

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND READINGS

January 9 Introduction: What is creativity and madness?
Plato, lon; The Revelation of John; Keith Sawyer, Group Creativity
Brief historical overview
Brief overview of how to take the Majors PTI
Group exercise on madness and creativity
Formation of groups
Explanation of final project and work of groups

January 16 Madness and insight #1: a boy should love his mother
Required reading for this class: Sophocles, Oedipus Rex; Gardner, Creating Minds chapter on Freud
Excerpts from Aristotle’s theory of tragedy; ancient theories of madness (presented in class)
Groups 1 and 2 to present discussion questions

January 23 Madness and insight #2: finding your place in the world




March 13 Sweeney Todd, short introduction followed by in-class screening

March 20 Serial killers, capitalism, and the sound of music:


http://www.uwo.ca/writing
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/
http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergrad/guidelines.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medicalform.pdf.

Readings, Attendance, Taking Notes:




