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Course Materials 

Required Texts: 
The Norton Shakespeare. 2nd Edition, 2 Vols. Gen. ed. Stephen Greenblatt. New York: W.W. 
Norton and Co., 2008. 
MacDonald, Russ. The Bedford Companion to Shakespeare: An Introduction with Documents. 

New York: Palgrace, 2001. 
 
Recommended: Department recommended style guide. 
 
 
Methods of Evaluation 
Paper 1 (First Term – Due Week 8, min. 1250 words)    
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Films: 
We will be screening four film versions of Shakespeare’s plays; these screenings will take place 
outside of class time, with the exact date, time and place of each screening TBA. While 
attendance at the screenings is not mandatory, it is highly recommended. If you are unable to 
attend a screening, you must watch the film in question on your own time, as we will be 
discussing all of the films in class, and you may also be tested on them. 
 
Timetable: 

Fall Term     Winter Term 
The Taming of the Shrew   Hamlet 
Titus Andronicus    Twelfth Night 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream   Measure for Measure 
Romeo and Juliet    Macbeth 
Richard II     King Lear  
Henry V     The Tempest 
 
The primary readings for the course are these twelve Shakespeare plays, along with the 
introductions to each of them in The Norton. Read each play and their individual introduction 
first, then proceed to the assigned secondary readings for the play, the majority of which come 
from The Bedford Companion (BC in the calendar). These latter consist of further introductory 
materials that pertain to the play under discussion, often along with relevant cultural documents 
from the period; some of these readings will also be drawn from The Norton (NS in the calendar; 
unless otherwise noted, page #s refer to the “Comedies” volume; the material in question is 
found in all of the other volumes in the four volume Norton Shakespeare, and in the appendices 
of the two and one volume editions). I will also provide a small amount of further secondary 
materials in the form of handouts.  
 
Note that changes may be made to the syllabus, with sufficient advance warning, as the course 
proceeds. 

 
Fall Term 

 
Week 1  
Introduction to the Course: Who Was/Is “Shakespeare?” and A Brief History of Critical 
Approaches to Shakespeare 
Secondary Reading: “Shakespeare, ‘Shakespeare,’ and the Problem of Authorship” BC 11-28, 
esp. “What is an Author?” 26-8; “The House Known as Shakespeare’s Birthplace,” “Record of 
Shakespeare’s Baptism,” and “Map of Stratford-upon-Avon, BC 29-31; Robert Greene on 
Shakespeare, NS 993-4; Francis Meres on S, NS 994-5; Front Matter from the First Folio NS 
1009-112; Milton on S, NS 1013; “Timeline” NS 1016-1020 
 
Week 2 
Introduction to the Course (conclusion) 
The Taming of the Shrew 
Secondary Reading: “Early Modern English” BC 38-42; “Comedy” BC 81-85; “Clothing” BC 
231-33; “The Situation of Women” (including introductory paragraph to “Chapter 8”) and 
“Patriarchy” BC 253-263; “The Social Structure” and “The Body Politic” BC 273-277, 
“Shakespeare’s Theatre and the Problem of Authority” BC 322-24; “Haves and Have-Nots,” 
“Riot and Disorder,” “The Legal Status of Women” and “Women and Print,’ NS 7-13 
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Week 3 
Taming (concl.) 
Film (Exact Date TBA): Titus (1999, dir. Julie Taymor; 162 min.) 
 
Week 4 
Titus Andronicus  
Secondary Reading: “Tragedy” in BC 85-90; from Aristotle’s Poetics BC 101-105; Elizabeth I, 
“Edict Arranging for the Expulsion... of Negroes and Blackamoors,” BC 302; “Ovid” BC 160-62; 
Title Page of Titus BC 211; “The English and Otherness” NS 22-25; from Montaingne, “Of 
Cannibals,” from Ovid, “Tereus, Procne, and Philomela,” and from “The Allegory of the Vine” 
from the Gospel of John (Handout)  
 
Week 5 
Titus (concl.) 
 
Week 6 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Secondary Reading: “The Forms of Dramatic Language” BC 47-55; “The Monarchs” BC 308-
314; Forman, from His Diary, “On a Dream… [etc.]. ” BC 339; Hazlitt, Review of MSND,” “Two 
Productions of MSND
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http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

