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Learning Objectives: 
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

 Describe major movements in the development of American literature from Plymouth 
Rock to the present day; 

 Discuss and contextualize the key concerns, themes, and formal features of an array of 
representative works of American literature;   

 Develop adept close readings into persuasive arguments; 

 Write a well-researched essay, which engages with literary critical sources in the service 
of an original thesis. 

 
 
Course Materials 

Required Texts: 

ENGLISH 2308E Course Reader 
The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vols. I and II (shorter 8th ed), eds. Nina Baym et al.  
Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter (Bantam) 
Henry James, Washington Square (Oxford)  
Mark Twain, Pudd'nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins (Modern Library Classics)  
Nella Larsen, Quicksand and Passing (Rutgers UP)  
Claudia Rankine, Citizen: An American Lyric (Graywolf Press)  
 
 
Methods of Evaluation 
Participation    10%   
Learning Cell    2.5% 
Primary Close Reading  5%  
Secondary Close Reading  5%  
Prospectus    2.5% 
Source Synthesis   5% 
Term 1 Essay     15%   
Term 2 Essay      20%  
 
Final Exam    35%  
 
A student must receive a passing grade for both term work and the final examination in order to 
receive a passing grade for the course. This applies to all courses in all programs offered by the 
department. Students whose term and final exam grades average 50% or above, even though 
one of the two is a failure, shall receive a default grade of 48%. Please note: The department of 
English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All undergraduate grade reports will be 
available online from the Office of the Registrar. 
 
Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the 
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade. 

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade
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http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html

