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A student must receive a passing grade for both term work and the final examination in order to 
receive a passing grade for the course. This applies to all courses in all programs offered by the 
department. Students whose term and final exam grades average 50% or above, even though 
one of the two is a failure, shall receive a default grade of 48%. Please note: The department of 
English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All undergraduate grade reports will be 
available online from the Office of the Registrar. 
 
Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the 
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade. 
 
Essay Topics will be distributed at the end of September. 
You must speak to me or Emily in office hours about your choice of essay topic; we want to 
know how your work is proceeding, and offer any suggestions that will help you focus your 
argument. Your intellectual progress is IMPORTANT to us (and should be to you).  
 
Memory Test: You will be expected to memorize ONE of the Shakespeare sonnets we are 
studying that particular week. The choice is yours. 
 
Response Papers are open. They are opportunities for you to explore briefly some issue or 
poem; they are also opportunities for you to write a creative response – literary or poetic -- to a 
poem, genre, technique, or concept we have discussed in class. In addition, a response paper 
can be the tentative first steps toward the longer essay. Remember, they are to be 750 words 
MAXIMUM! No Magnum Opus required. 
 
Late Penalty: For any assignment worth less than 10%, any reasonable request for an 
extension will be granted. (For assignments worth 10% or more, please see Academic 
Accommodation below). 
 
Learning Targets: 
This course aims to help students to: 

 refine their close-reading skills;  

 enhance their
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Timetable: 
 
Thursday, September 8 
Introduction 
 
Tuesday, September 13 
What is Poetry?  
Passive Aggressive, Galvin (handout) 
 
Metaphysical Conceit



http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
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Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhe    W6(/)/
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