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Western University 

English 3227E 650 (Online) 

Shakespeare  

2014-2015 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Peggy Roffey 

Office and Office Hours:  TBA 

Email:  proffey@uwo.ca 

 

Course Outline 

This course is a comprehensive introduction to the dramatic works of one of the most influential writers 

and dramatists who has ever lived:  William Shakespeare.  Students will read twelve plays that 

exemplify the full range of Shakespeare’s dramatic genres - History, Comedy, Tragedy, and 

Romance/Tragicomedy – from the beginnings of Shakespeare’s dramatic career through to its 

conclusion.  Emphasis throughout is placed on understanding the generic and formal aspects of the 

plays; attention is also paid to the play’s literary and other sources, as well as to some of the historical 

and political contexts in which Shakespeare operated as a dramatist.  The course furthermore engages 

with elements of stage-craft and perfခ彐Ԁрnce history, and also touches upon psychoanalytic, feminist, 

post-colonial, and some other literary-theoretical approaches to Shakespeare’s dramatic works.  

 

Course Objectives 

Students who successfully complete this course will: 

 learn to analyze many of the prominent formal features of twelve representative plays by 

Shakespeare 

 become familiar with the defining features of the major generic divisions within Shakespeare’s 

body of dramatic work 

 learn about the sources of Shakespeare’s plays in prior literary works and early modern English 

history, and about the performance history of the plays 

 acquaint themselves with some of the prominent theoretical approaches to Shakespeare’s work 

 become acquainted with the historical, political and cultural back-drop within which 

Shakespeare plied his craft 

 learn to effectively communicate their ideas about Shakespeare’s plays in writing through 

discussion posts and persuasive essays 

 

Required Texts 
Shakespeare, William. 
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Preferred Edition: 
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****Final Grades**** 

STUDENTS MUST PASS BOTH TERM WORK AND THE FINAL EXAMINATION (IN COURSES WITH 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS) IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE.  STUDENTS WHO FAIL THE FINAL 

EXAMINATION (REGARDLESS OF THEIR TERM MARK) AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE COURSE. 

 

Late Policy 

All written assignments are due no later than 11:55 p.m. on the date in question; any assignment received after 

that time will be marked late, and will be deducted 5% per business and week-end day.  No written assignment 

will be allowed to be submitted later than two weeks after the original due date for the assignment. 

 

Plagiarism 

The followi

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medicalform.pdf.
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation%20medical.pdf
http://wwwuwo.ca/uwocom/mentalheath/
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