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Methods of Assessment:
10%
Bi-weekly short contributions to the learning and communal environment of
the course:
6 small but relevant contributions, posted to a public forum in the OWL
course site, to enrich and vary everyone’s learning between classes
6 small (2-3 sentence) responses to the postings (uploaded to your Drop Box
in the OWL course site), as below:

On a bi-weekly (every second week) basis, for a deadline of not later than
6pm on Mondays, everyone will post to a designated location in the OWL
course site something short but of interest and relevance to our learning for
this course (see below for examples). Half of the class list will be assigned to
post in weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12; the other half of the class list will be assigned
to postin weeks 3,5, 7,9, 11, 13. During the same weeks you are assigned to
post, you will also submit (upload to your Drop Box) a brief response in
which you will identify a “favourite” posting (most interesting, most
controversial, most relevant, most humourous; you define what makes it
stand out for you—and your favourite may sometimes be your own), with a
few (2 to 3) sentences to explain why you have chosen that particular
posting.
The schedule for postings will be provided in the OWL site prior to the beginning of
classes in Winter 2015.
Suggested examples of contributions to OWL course site postings:
an anecdote of something you have just experienced (or read or viewed)
that demonstrates why feminist analysis is still important in 2015;
an url to an internet site with some brief comment on why you think we
should visit it in relation to what we're studying for this course;
a recommended reading (or viewing or listening) with some brief
comment on why you have recommended it for us in this course;
a quotation that you think will inspire or motivate or inform our learning
in feminist literary theory;
a “eureka” moment in your understanding for this course (the moment
might occur in another course), which could lead others to “eureka”
moments in our course;
a particular page or paragraph or passage that you think is most
important or illuminating in one of the week’s readings and why;
a brief follow-up to one of last week’s readings (a question arising, a
particular similarity or difference you see with another reading on the
course that helps to illuminate or clarify a concept, etc.);
in short,



will have time to read the postings by Thursday’s class each week. In the same week
that you need to post something for everyone to read, you will also submit to your
own Drop Box (any time after 6pm on Mondays but no later than 1:30pm (class




to comprehend and translate into your own words the theoretical,
underpinnings and methods of the assigned reading (i.e., the larger picture
served by the details),

to judge what is most important to summarize,

to integrate and synthesize components of an argument or explication, and
to write accurately, concisely, and clearly.

This 20% of your grade gives you opportunities
to practice how to read theoretical texts and to hone the skills you will need
for understanding the readings on the course,
to practice and hone the skills you will need for writing the analytical essay
(see below),
to get early and regular feedback on your writing skills in small assignments,
at small weights
to earn formal grades for the kind of reading and reflection activities that you
will be engaged in throughout the course (i.e., the same kind of reading and
reflection is required to study each item on the reading list for in-class
learning, application to out-of-class activities, and preparation for the final
examination).
Details about format, deadline, etc. for these three summary assignments will be
posted to the OWL course site in advance.

30% Analytical Essay (1800-2000 words) due in Week 10, based on the following

prior stages of research and reading:
prepare and submit (in the most recent MLA format) a working bibliography
of up to 10 feminist scholarly journal articles and/or book chapters on a
single literary text (see three choices of short novels below);
after reading these 10 articles to see the range and type of analyses they
provide, you will choose 2 articles to explain, analyze, and evaluate as
examples of theorized practice of feminist literary criticism

For the writing of this essay, your tasks are to
identify and explain how these articles “approach” the novel: what
constitutes their “feminist” and their “literary” reading practices?
I.e., identify and explain what their theoretical assumptions or theoretical
models are (they may be explicitly stated in the articles or you may have to
interpret them from the methods the scholars use); explain how these
assumptions or models inform their methods and produce their
interpretations of the literary text: what are the results and implications of
the theories that underwrite or inform their practice?
evaluate your chosen 2 articles/book chapters on the novel: Are there
unintended consequences of the positions or methods used taken?
Blindspots or contradictions in their arguments? Are they “good” (or
“effective” or “convincing”) and on what terms? According to what
expectations? (i.e., determining your answers to these evaluative questions
will require you to ask: what are your assumptions about what constitutes
“good” or “effective” or “convincing” feminist literary criticism)



Further instructions and deadline information for the stages of research, reading,
and writing will be posted in advance to the OWL course site.

Choices for primary literary texts for the analytical essay about feminist literary
scholarship on one of these novels:
These novels are all short, easily available, quite possibly already studied by you in
another class, and have been written about extensively by feminist literary scholars,
so you shouldn’t have trouble finding relevant research about them:

Kate Chopin’s




Further information about the above and the remaining 20% component(s) of the
exam will be posted to the OWL course site in advance of the registrar-scheduled
examination.

Official Stuff You Need to Know for this Course

Senate, Departmental, and Course Policies:

STUDENTS MUST PASS BOTH TERM WORK AND THE FINAL EXAMINATION (IN
COURSES WITH FINAL EXAMINATIONS) IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE.
STUDENTS WHO FAIL THE FINAL EXAMINATION (REGARDLESS OF THEIR TERM
MARK) AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE COURSE.

Students are responsible for knowing and abiding by the relevant Senate and
departmental policies on such matters as:

when and how to request academic accommodation for missed or late work;

what constitutes plagiarism and how to prevent it;

consequences of absenteeism (you may be prevented from writing the final

examination, for example);

and other rights and responsibilities.
These and other policies and helpful information are conveniently publicized for
students on the Department of English website: select the “Undergraduate” item on
the top horizontal tool bar on the Department of English website, then select
“Information and Resources” from the drop-down menu, or go to the following URL:
http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergrad/info-for-students.html

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to
MentalHealth@Western http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a
complete list of options about how to obtain help.

All out-of-class work for this course must be submitted to the OWL course site.
Do not slide work under the instructor’s or GTA’s office door. Do not deposit work
in the departmental drop-off box. The final examination is scheduled by the
Registrar’s office, not by the instructor, and as such cannot be changed.

Late work will be penalized at a rate of 10% (of the value of the late assignment)


http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

