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Mondays 6 - 9 PM | Talbot College 141 

Course Website: http://www.uwo.ca/arts/pages/leadership.html             Twitter: https://twitter.com/LeadingCulture 

Lecturer: DR. JOEL FAFLAK | Weldon Library 109 | jfaflak@uwo.ca | (519) 661 2111 x87461 | Hours:  Mondays 12 – 2 PM; or by appointment 
Teaching Assistants:  ZARA HUTCHINSON | UC3 | zhutchin@uwo.ca | Hours: Thursdays 9:30 -11:30AM; or by appointment 

DIANA SAMU-VISSER | AHB ON20K | dsamuvis@uwo.ca | Hours: Mondays 10AM – 12 PM; or by appointment 
   ANDREW VERBOOM | AHB 1B05 | averboom@uwo.ca | Hours: Tuesdays 10AM – 12PM; or by appointment 
 
“One of the main factors in their choice of social sciences over humanities, students report, is the desire ‘to contribute positively to society.’ 
Undergraduate education in the Arts and Humanities corrects the misconception that the social can be separated from the cultural. First, it 
offers students knowledge necessary for civic life and professional practice. Why would one choose to enter the world of medicine, we ask, 
without having encountered the thinkers who have expressed and explored pain, healing, empathy…or hubris? Why would one choose not to 
consider, before entering the world of business, what people have thought in various times and places about commerce, competition, 
enterprise…or greed? And how could one plan to practice law or politics without knowing how others have thought about the social good, the 
rights of individuals, what makes a good society…or a bad one? Obtaining such knowledge isn’t self-indulgence or an educational luxury: it is 
the very least we can ask of those who would lead us.” 

-- “Mapping the Future,” Harvard University, Arts and Humanities 
http://artsandhumanities.fas.harvard.edu/files/humanities/files/mapping_the_future_31_may_2013.pdf 

      
Course Description: This course addresses the complex nature of leadership – the social, moral, and ethical dilemmas faced by women 
and men put in the hot seat of speaking and acting for others – as represented in key works of literature and culture. What role does a 
leader play: hero, manager, thinker, strategist, artist, figurehead, authority, imagineer, dictator, star? What does culture teach us about 
leadership, and how does it train us as leaders? Through lectures, discussions, and a variety of assignments from personality 
assessments to community leadership interviews, we will debate the diverse and often conflicting attributes of leadership: organization, 
intellect, power, intuition, wisdom, morality, feeling, empathy, creativity, charisma.  
 
Prerequisite(s): This is a non-

http://www.uwo.ca/arts/pages/leadership.html
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http://majorspti.com/what-is-the-pti/


 
 To improve understanding and analysis of leadership by using effective communication skills to write articulate and persuasive reports with a 

logical argument supported by adequate evidence of research and reflection. 
 
Leadership Interview and Profile:  Conduct an interview with a person you know whose leadership you admire. Students are required to conduct an 
interview with a person they know whose leadership they admire Final reports will be no more than 1000 words, and should include background 

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/09/20/100920fa_fact_vargas
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2012/09/03/120903fa_fact_widdicombe
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/1962/07/28/1962_07_28_031_TNY_CARDS_000267984
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/1962/07/28/1962_07_28_031_TNY_CARDS_000267984
http://www.uwo.ca/writing
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/


 
 
MLA DOCUMENTATION:  Document your use of primary and secondary material in your written assignments according to the Modern Language 
Association method of parenthetical notation and a works cited page. These guidelines can be found in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers, 7th ed. (New York: MLA, 2009). This guide can be found On Reserve in the D. B. Weldon Library, call no: LB2369.M57 2009. The Department of 
English also offers an overview of MLA documentation, at: http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergrad/guidelines.html. You’ll be partly evaluated for 
following proper MLA format.  
 
SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS: Keep hard and backup copies of your assignments until you receive your final course grade. Submit assignments during 
class on the due date

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergrad/guidelines.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medicalform.pdf.

