
This syllabus has been provided as a reference tool for students considering this course. It has been modified to follow Senate 
regulations. Current students enrolled in any undergraduate course must obtain the most recent syllabus from their course instructor 
or from their course website. This is not the latest version. 
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First Nations Literature 
English 3880G (001) 

Winter 2014 
 

Instructor: Prof. Pauline Wakeham 
 
Location: University College 59 
 

Date/Time: Tuesday 1:30pm-2:20pm 
Thursday 1:30pm-3:20pm 
 

 
Prerequisites  
At least 60% in 1.0 of English 1020E or 1022E or 1024E or 1035E or 1036E or both English 
1027F/G and 1028F/G, or permission of the Department. 

Antirequisite(s): First Nations Studies 3880F/G. 
 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
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Course Materials 

Required Texts: 

Thomas King, Truth and Bright Water 
Christy Jordan-Fenton and Margaret Pokiak-Fenton, Fatty Legs: A True Story 
Custom Course Book (Available at the University Bookstore) 
Please note that all texts listed on the syllabus with web links are not included in the Course 
Book. These texts may be accessed directly online. 
 
 
Methods of Evaluation 
Response Paper (3 pages) Due Feb 27  20% 

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade
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  Thomas King, Truth and Bright Water 
 
January 28  Storied Communities 
  Thomas King, Truth and Bright Water 
 
January 30 Storied Communities: Indigenous Literary Nationalism 
  Thomas King, Truth and Bright Water 
 



http://www.trc.ca/
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2. Formal Essay Responses: Essays must have a clear thesis statement and structure 
consisting of an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Marks will be 
awarded for the strength and originality of the argument; for the ability to mobilize textual 
evidence to support the argument; and for clarity, coherence, style, and grammar. 

 
A Note on Class Participation: 

 Attendance is required at all lectures. Repeated absences from class may result in a 
formal request to be debarred from writing the final exam, as set out in the Western 
Academic Calendar: “Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too 
frequently from class … will be reported to the Dean (after due warning has been given). 
On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and with the permission of the 
Dean, the student will be debarred from taking the regular examination.” Debarment 
from writing the final exam automatically results in failure of the course. 

 The course participation mark will be based on students’ attendance and punctuality, 
thoughtful engagement with course readings, relevant and insightful contributions to 
class discussion, and respectful engagement with the ideas of other classmates. 
Adequate preparation for each class involves reading all assigned materials at least 
once and preferably twice before class, making notes about these texts (underlining or 
marking key passages, reflecting on your responses to the texts, etc.), and preparing 
potential questions or comments to raise in class. 

 A key part of being prepared for and ready to participate in class is bringing hard copies 
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http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

