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History of the English Language 
English 3001 (001) 
Intersession 2014 

 
Instructor:  Anne McTaggart 
 
Location: University College 142 
 

Date/Time: Monday-Friday 11:00am–1:30pm 
 
 

    
Prerequisites  
At least 60% in 1.0 of English 1020E or 1022E or 1024E or 1035E or 1036E or both English 
1027F/G and 1028F/G, or permission of the Department. 
 

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 
event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 
 
 
Course Description 
The history of English begins in the British Isles over 1500 years ago with the fall of the Roman 
Empire and is still being written, as English continues to evolve in multiple media and global 
contexts. This course will introduce students to this long and richly varied history, focusing 
primarily on the dynamic life of the English language: we will explore its instability and diversity, 
its relations with other languages, and its place in the social and cultural lives of its speakers. 
 
Objectives:
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Methods of Evaluation 
Test #1 (May 21)     10% 
Assignment #1 (due May 29)    15% 
Test #2 (June 4)     10% 
Assignment #2 (due June 18)    20% 
Attendance and Class Participation   10% 
Final Exam      35% 
 
A student must receive a passing grade for both term work and the final examination in order to 
receive a passing grade for the course. This applies to all courses in all programs offered by the 
department. Students whose term and final exam grades average 50% or above, even though 
one of the two is a failure, shall receive a default grade of 48%. Please note: The department of 
English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All undergraduate grade reports will be 
available online from the Office of the Registrar. 
 
Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the 
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade. 
 
Timetable: 
*

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade
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9 EModE syntax (Ch. 11, pp. 367-381) 
10  EModE prescriptivism (Ch. 1), pp. 381-403) 
11  Modern English grammar and lexicon (Ch. 12, pp. 404-422) 
12  ModE, effects of new media (Ch. 12, pp. 423-430) 
13  new media cont’d (excerpt from Crystal, Language and the Internet) 
 
16  Varieties of English (Ch. 13) 
17  Varieties cont’d (excerpt from Crystal, English as a Global Language) 
18  Assignment #2 due 
19  TBA 
20  Course Review 
 
Tests and Written Assignments: 
Detailed instructions and topics for the formal papers will be distributed in class. Remember that 
careful editing and proofreading for spelling, punctuation, grammar, usage, and structure are 
important in all your written work, and shortcomings in these areas will be reflected in your 
marks. 
 

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
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Academic Offences 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 
 
Plagiarism: 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take 
an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major academic offence. (We will be discussing plagiarism later in the term.   
 
Plagiarism Checking: 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the 
system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
 
Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

