This syllabus has been provided as a reference tool for students considering this course. It has been modified to follow Senate
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Jack Kerouac On the Road (Penguin)
Octavia Butler Parable of the Sower (Grand Central)
(x) = handouts

Methods of Evaluation

First Term Essay (4 pages - December 4) 10%
Second Term Essay (8 pages - April 9) 20%
Midterm 10%
Final 35%
Participation 15%
Position Papers (two each semester - 2 pages each) 10%

A student must receive a passing grade for both term work and the final examination in order to
receive a passing grade for the course. This applies to all courses in all programs offered by the
department. Students whose term and final exam grades average 50% or above, even though
one of the two is a failure, shall receive a default grade of 48%. Please note: The department of
English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All undergraduate grade reports will be
available online from the Office of the Registrar.

Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade.

Timetable:
Sep 10 Introduction; Christopher Columbus, from Letters; excerpt from Bartolomé de las
Casas

17 John Winthrop “A Model of Christian Charity”; Roger Williams “A Key Into the
Language of America”; Mary Rowlandson “A Narrative of the Captivity” (include
seventh, eighth, ninth removes [x])

24 James Fenimore Cooper Last of the Mohicans

Oct 1 finish Last of the Mohicans; William Apess “An Indian’s Looking-Glass for the
White Man”
Due: position paper

8 Benjamin Franklin The Autobiography, part II; Phillis Wheatley “On Being
Brought from Africa to America,” “To the University of Cambridge, in New
England,” “On the Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, 1770,” “To S.M., a
Young African Painter, on Seeing His Works”

15 Thomas Jefferson Declaration of Independence; excerpts from The Federalist
(#1, #10); Nathaniel Hawthorne The Scarlet Letter (chs. 1-7; skip “The Custom-
House")

Due: position paper
22 Nathaniel Hawthorne The Scarlet Letter, finish

29 Frederick Douglass Narrative of the Life


http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade
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M. NourbeSe Philip Zong
Due: position paper

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow “A Psalm of Life”; Walt Whitman “Song of Myself”;
Ralph Waldo Emerson, letter to Whitman (x)

Emily Dickinson: 207 “| taste a liquor never brewed,” 260 “I'm Nobody! Who are
you?,” 339 “| like a look of Agony,” 340 “I felt a Funeral, in my Brain,” 372 “After
great pain, a formal feeling comes,” 409 “The Soul selects her own Society,” 598
“The Brain - is wider than the Sky,” 760 “Pain H has an Element of Blank,” 1263
“Tell all the Truth but tell it slant”

due: position paper

Mark Twain Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Mark Twain Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
due: first term essay

T.S. Eliot “The Waste Land”;
*Mid-Term Exam**

Ezra Pound “In a Station of the Metro,” “The Encounter” (x), “Portrait d’'une
Femme”; William Carlos Williams “The Red Wheelbarrow,” “Portrait of a Lady,”
“To Elsie,” “This is Just to Say”; Flossie William’s response (x); Robert Frost
“Mending Wall,” “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” “Nothing Gold Can
Stay”

Wallace Stevens “Anecdote of the Jar,” “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a
Blackbird,” “The Snow Man”; Gertrude Stein “Objects,” from Tender Buttons, “If |
Told Him” (x); Baroness Elsa von Freytag Loringhoven “A Dozen Cocktails -
Please” (x)

W.E.B. Du Bois, from The Souls of Black Folk, ch. 1, Ill; Paul Lawrence Dunbar
“Sympathy,” We Wear the Mask,” “Frederick Douglass”; Claude McKay “If We
Must Die,” “America”; Langston Hughes “I, Too,” “The Weary Blues”

due: position paper

Zora Neale Hurston Their Eyes Were Watching God, “Characteristics of Negro
Expression”(x)

due: position paper

finish Their Eyes Were Watching God

Reading Week

Sylvia Plath The Bell Jar (1-187)

Sylvia Plath The Bell Jar, finish; Richard Wilbur “Cottage Street, 1953”; Allen
Ginsberg “Howl”
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http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

