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Reading Popular Culture 
English 2017 (002) 
Fall/Winter 2013-14 

 
Instructor: Dr. Cristina Ionica 
 
Location: Somerville House 3345 
 

Date/Time: Tuesday 7:00pm-10:00pm 
 
 

 
Prerequisites  
No prerequisites. Senior courses numbered 2000-2199 are open to any full- time student who 
has completed first-year studies, and to any part-time student who has completed a 1.0 first-
year course
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Objectives: 
Successful students who complete the course will be better able to: 

 Move from a consumer’s perspective on popular culture to an analytic, critical 
perspective; 

 Think, speak and write clearly and coherently about the construction and consumption of 
material culture (literature, film, television, music, etc.) as functions of the socio-historical 
environment; 

 Understand the complex ways in which popular culture both reflects and influences 
societal values and ideas; 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade
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Timetable: 
FALL TERM 2013 
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Week 11 (Nov. 19): The Production of Popular Culture 4 
Lifestyle Marketing: Screening and Discussion of Fragments from Girls and The League 

 
Week 12 (Nov. 26): The Production of Popular Culture 5 

Cops and Firefighters: Screening and Discussion of Fragments from The Wire and Rescue 
Me 

November 30: Last day to drop this course. 
 
Week 13 (Dec. 3): The Production of Popular Culture 6 

Zombies and Vampires: Screening and Discussion of Fragments from The Walking Dead 
and True Blood 
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Your iPhone, Blackberry, etc: These should be turned off, or at least put on “silent” before 
each class. I am not going to interrupt the lecture to point every time someone is using one of 
these during lectures, but you should be aware that it’s distracting to your classmates and 
discourteous to your TAs and professor. 
 
Sakai/OWL: This course will have a Sakai OWL space (the new WebCT). Relevant course 
material will be posted on this site, including lecture slides, assignments, additional readings, 
and this syllabus. Although I will announce in class when important material will be posted 
online, it is your responsibility to check Sakai OWL regularly. 
 
Marks: Every effort will be made to return assignments and post grades for assignments on 
Sakai OWL, within three weeks after they have been submitted. The final exam will not be 
returned to you. 
 
 
Accommodation 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply to 
the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 
accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. Documentation shall be 
submitted, as soon as possible, to the Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration, 
together with a request for relief specifying the nature of the accomheyingp
2en100480047000-eation

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
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Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC 

http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

