


Understanding Literature Today - English 1020E (002)

Develop research and writing skills which will not only augment their knowledge of the
field of study, but will also able to incorporate the results of this research into their
essays and other assignments; among the basic research skills are the ability to collect
relevant bibliographic material on a prescribed topic (online and in the library), and
critically engage with the scholarly literature with an assessment of the relative merits of
an argument in essays and other written/oral assignments, and articulate their own
positions within a particular scholarly discussion;

Develop further their written/oral communication skills in the clear and organized
presentation of an argument/hypothesis within the prescribed word limits of the research
essays and other written/oral assignments;

(All of the above are really useful and valuable in the study of English and in other parts
of the Real World).

Course Materials

Required Texts:

The Norton Introduction to Literature, Portable Tenth Edition-bundled with Oscar Wilde, The
Picture of Dorian Gray: be sure to buy the right bundle.

Julian Barnes, A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters (Vintage)

Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story (Random House)

Methods of Evaluation

2 Response Papers (500 words each) 2 x 5% 10%
Essay 1 (500 words) 5%

Essay 2 (1000 words) 10%
Essay 3 (2000 words) 15%
Mid-Year Exam 10%
Tutorial grade 15%
Final exam 35%

A student must receive a passing grade for both term work and the final examination in order to
receive a passing grade for the course. This applies to all courses in all programs offered by the
department. Students whose term and final exam grades average 50% or above, even though
one of the two is a failure, shall receive a default grade of 48%. Please note: The department of
English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All undergraduate grade reports will be
available online from the Office of the Registrar.

Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade.

Timetable:

Tues. Sept. 10: Introduction to Class; The Question of Literary Art. (No tutorial this week!)
Thurs. Sept. 12: Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray (Chapters 1-2. Read 1891 version!)
Tues. Sept. 17: What is an essay? Why write essays?

Thurs. Sept. 19: Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray (Chapters 3-8. Read 1891 version)
Tues. Sept. 24: What is University Writing? What do you need to know?


http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade
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Thurs. Sept. 26: Oscar Wilde,
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Tues. Jan. 21: Julian Barnes, A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters

Thurs. Jan. 23: Julian Barnes, A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters

Tues. Jan. 28: Julian Barnes, A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters

Thurs. Jan. 30: Edgar Allan Poe, “The Raven” (Love and Loss)

Tues. Feb. 4: Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess,” Sylvia Plath, “Daddy” (Love and Loss)
Thurs. Feb. 6: Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire; Research Essay: Methods
Tues. Feb. 1 1: Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire

Thurs. Feb. 13: Sophocles, Antigone (Tragedy)

Feb. 17-21: READING WEEK

Tues. Feb. 25: Sophocles, Antigone (RESPONSE 2 DUE)

Thurs. Feb. 27: Tom Stoppard, The Real Inspector Hound (Parody; Postmodern Drama)
Tues. Mar. 4: Tom Stoppard, The Real Inspector Hound

Thurs. Mar. 6: Tom Stoppard, The Real Inspector Hound

Tues. Mar. 11: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Thurs. Mar. 13: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Tues. Mar. 18: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Thurs. Mar. 20: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Tues. Mar. 25: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Thurs. Mar. 27: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Tues. Apr. 1: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Thurs. Apr. 3: Gary Shteyngart, Super Sad True Love Story

Tues. Apr. 8: REVIEW for FINAL EXAM (ESSAY 3 DUE)

Essays:

Essays 1 and 2 will not be research essays. In second term, Essay 3 will be written as a
Research Essay. One of the primary goals of the course is to help you develop critical and
writing skills. Andrew and | will be working with you to help you accrue and hone those skills.

NOTA BENE (Latin for “Note Well”):

A student must receive a passing grade for both term work and the final examination in order to
receive a passing grade for the course. This applies to all courses in all programs offered by the
department. Students whose term and final exam grades average 50% or above, even though
one of the two is a failure, shall receive a default grade of 48%. Please note: The department of
English & Writing Studies does not release final grades. All undergraduate grade reports will be
available online from the Office of the Registrar.

Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/info%20for%20students.html#grade.

Accommodation
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Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams,
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply
to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic
accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. Documentation shall be
submitted, as soon as possible, to the Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration,
together with a request for relief specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested.
The UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medical lliness and further information regarding this
policy can be found at

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation _medical.pdf.

Downloadable Student Medical Certificate (SMC):

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf

Academic Offences

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/



http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

