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INSTRUCTOR 

My name is Kyle Gervais and I’ll be your instructor for this course (you can try “Dr. Gervais”, 

“Professor”, or “Kyle” on for size, and see which you like best). I moved to UWO in 2014 after 

completing my Ph.D. in Latin literature at Otago University in New Zealand. Before that, I studied 

at Queen’s (that other great university in Ontario). In my research I focus on Roman epic poetry 

of the Flavian period, especially Statius’ Thebaid. I’ve also spent the last few years working on 

some 13th-century poetry that reinterprets the Greco-Roman mythology of Ovid’s Metamorphoses 

for a medieval Christian audience. Currently, I’m preparing a translation of Ovid’s Amores and 

Heroides 

mailto:kgervai2@uwo.ca


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/kbczv3jn7ax38py6wbm96/AEvxu-FXpCvuaANJI6fhIPI?rlkey=o4c8z6oi9ug8hhgve63ol2rc7&dl=0
https://mizar.unive.it/mqdq/public/
http://www.loebclassics.com/
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week to provide comments). And I am of course happy to discuss your essay in person at any point. 

In particular, if you have any concerns about choosing a topic, please get in touch with me sooner 

rather than later. 

 

Quiz, Midterm test and Final exam 

Three tests will assess your comprehension of the Latin texts we read. The tests will comprise two 

or three sections (in descending order of importance):  

 
1) translation of prepared passages from the assigned readings  

2) (final only) literary commentary on some of those passages, drawing from assigned secondary 

sources, class discussions, and your own reading 

3) sight translation of passages from the Amores (some vocabulary and grammatical notes will be 

given) 

 

Preparation and Participation 

I’ll expect you to be present and prepared to participate at every class meeting. I’ll ask you to 

translate passages of Latin (although we won’t translate all of the required reading in class), 

identify forms, and explain syntax. In addition to this language work, we

http://accessibility.uwo.ca/
/health/
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http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html

