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Il. Governing Institutional Policies and Procedures
The Institutional Animal User Training Program is governed by a Senate-level policy (MAPP 7.10
Institutional Animal User Training Program) and its procedure, which are located on both the ACC’'s OWL
site https://owl.uwo.ca/portal/site , and Western’s University Secretariat website:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section7/mapp710.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section7/mapp710 procedures.pdf

I1l. Trainee Competency
According to MAPP 7.10 ‘trainee

competency’ is defined as: “as per CCAC,
the ability to effectively perform a
particular task in relation to the care,
maintenance or use of animals, while
ensuring their welfare is protected as far
as possible within the constraints of any
approved AUPs. _

Please note that workshop training

provides an exposure to skills only, and

limited practice is facilitated during the

workshop. Depending upon the individual's previous experience and/or skill level with particulars, more
practice may be required in the lab under the supervision of a competent researcher/supervisor before
attaining competency.

IV. Enrollment Instructions

In order to sign up for training,


https://owl.uwo.ca/portal/site
/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section7/mapp710.pdf
/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section7/mapp710_procedures.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/animal-research/esirius/index.html
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The importance of hazards awareness and supporting a safe working environment, including risk
assessment, safety controls, and personal protective equipment in animal-based science

Laws, regulations and policies followed at Western University

Animal and agent specific hazards, including four biohazard groups

Potential allergies associated with animal exposure

Key aspects of safe handling and performing manipulations

PART TWO - Animals Housed in Vivaria

Laboratory Animals used in Biomedical Research — Trainees will understand

Animal model selection in biomedical research

The importance of accounting for and controlling the variables in the experimental design
0 Howtod
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Workshop Time: 45 minutes Video Lecture

This workshop is a requirement for individuals identified in an Animal Use Protocol as working with
handling rodents, with interactive information about behaviour indicators of health and well-being.

Learning Objectives: Trainees will understand
Animal welfare concepts and regulations
Rodent basic biology, sexing, behavior identification, husbandry and normal rodent behaviour
Basic techniques of rodent handling and restraint
Animal ‘normal’ and ‘abnormal’ clinical signs
The importance of early experimental endpoints
Euthanasia using CO2
The importance of records maintenance

VIl. Rodent Handling and Care Workshop

Pre-requisite: Rodent Handling and Care OWL online course; Rodent Research Basics Lecture
Workshop Time: ~45 minutes practice/species
Required PP3(n) .52 @RG[r)-3(e)3(q)4(u)4(i)-3(s)8)-3¢te:)THTQD

This workshob is a requirement for individuals identified in an Animal Use Protocol as workina with
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Xl.  Aseptic Principles of Surgery Workshop

Pre-requisites: Aseptic Principles of Surgery OWL online, Aseptic Principles of Surgery Lecture,
Injections and Anesthesia Mouse or Rat Training Sessions
Workshop Time: ~1.5 hrs for each part of the session (Surgery | and Surgery II)
Non-rodent species and guinea pigs as required
Required PPE: Bring your own lab coat and N-95 (Niosh) mask

This workshop is a requirement for individuals identified in an Animal Use Protocol as working with
surgical procedures in all species. This is a demonstration and a ‘'mock up' practice session on how to
prepare the animal for surgery, perform surgery, close tissues, tie knots, etc.

Learning Objectives: Trainees will be able to
Learn about surgical instruments, their purpose, and how to use them to promote positive
surgical outcomes
Learn how to aseptically organize and maintain the surgical area
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Learning Objectives: Trainees will be able to

Learn and practice blood collection techniques from the saphenous and tail veins
0 Animal restraint and care
0 Proper technigue pre-, intra- and post-procedure
Compare various restraint equipment and techniques
Understand acceptable blood sampling quantity and frequency
0 Volume measurement
o0 Give consideration to species, size and health status
0 Quantity and type of sample needed, including sampling frequency

At the end of this course, Trainees will be assessed in order to determine whether they have
demonstrated competency in the techniques taught.

XII. 1V Injection Techniques in Mouse or Rat Workshop

Pre-requisite: Mouse or Rat IV Injections OWL online course, Rodent Handling and Care, and
Injections Workshop

PI Lab Specialized Workshop Time: ~2 hours

Required PPE: Bring your own lab coat and N-95 (Niosh) mask

This workshop is a requirement for individuals identified in an Animal Use Protocol as working with IV
injections. Although this specialized session is geared toward people working with rats and mice, this
course may be modified to meet the requirements of individuals using other species.

Learning Objectives:

11
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XIV. Oral Gavage in Mice or Rats Workshop

Pre-requisite: Mouse
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Learning Objectives: Trainees will be able to
Identify different behavioural characteristics of rabbits
Understand rabbit husbandry and environmental enrichment
Understand rabbit basic health care and monitoring
Recognize signs of pain and illness
Understand potential zoonotic diseases
As required by the AUP...
Obtain a blood sample from the central auricular artery

14
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At the end of this course, Trainees will be assessed in order to determine whether they have
demonstrated competency in the techniques taught.

XX.  Specialized Species Training Program
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